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Memorandum on Implementation of 
Sections 603 and 604 of the Foreign 
Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal 
Year 2003 (Public Law 107-228) 
June 30, 2006 


Presidential Determination No. 2006-17 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Implementation of Sections 603 and 
604 of the Foreign Relations Authorization 
Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 107-228 


Consistent with the authority contained in 
section 604 of the Foreign Relations Author 
ization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 
107-228) (the “Act” 


the determinations set out in the report to 


Public Law 


_ and with reference to 


the Congress transmitted on the date hereof 
pursuant to section 603 of that Act, regarding 
noncompliance by the PLO and the Pales 
tinian Authority with certain commitments 
I hereby impose the sanction set out in sec 
tion 604(a)(2 Downgrade in Status of the 
PLO Office in the United States. 


tion 1s imposed ior a period of 180 days from 


This Salic 


the date hereof or until such time as the next 
report require d by section 603 of the Act is 
transmitted to the Congress 
later 


whichever IS 
You are authorized and directed to 
transmit to the appropriate Congressional 
committees the report described in section 
603 of the Act 
Furthermore, | hereby determine that it 
is in the national security interest of the 
United States to waive that sanction 
of the Act 
shall be effective for a period of 180 davs 


from the date hereof or until such time as 


pursu 


ant to section 604(« This waive 


the next report required by section 603 of 
the Act is transmitted to the 
whichever is later. 


Congress 


You are hereby authorized and directed to 
transmit this determination to the Congress 
and to publish it in the Federal Register 


George W. Bush 


NoTI 


This item was not received in time for pub 
lication in the appropriate issue 


The President’s Radio Address 


July 1, 2006 


Good morning. Laura and I wish all Amer- 
icans a safe and happy Fourth of July week- 
end. I'm looking forward to spending Inde- 
pendence Day with members of our Armed 
and Fort 


men 


Forces their families at 


North and 


women risk their lives to defend the ideals 


Bragg, 
Carolina. These brave 
of our founding generation, and I will have 
the honor of thanking many of them person 
ally tor their service in freedom’s cause. 

In 1776, John Adams predicted to his wife, 
Abigail, that America’s Independence Day 
would be celebrated by succeeding genera- 
tions as the great anniversary festival. He 
wrote that “this anniversary should be com- 
memorated with pomp and parade, with 
shows Yaines, sports, bells, bonfires and illu- 
minations from one end of this continent to 
the other 


more 


from this time forward, forever 


Since then generations of Americans have 
done just that. Each year, we look forward 
to the family gatherings and the grand cele 
brations that take place across the Nation on 
the Fourth of July 
barbeques and fireworks, we give thanks for 


And amid the music and 


our freedom, and we honor the bravery and 
sacrifices of all those who have made. that 
freedom possible 

On Independence Day, we recall the cour- 
age and high ideals of our Nation’s Founders, 
who waged a desperate fight to overcome tyr- 
anny and live in freedom. Recent years have 
brought a renewed interest in the lives and 
achievements of our Founders, and we have 
learned once again that they possessed eX- 
traordinary talents as well as ordinary human 
failings, which only makes their accomplish- 
ments all the more remarkable. 
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For the brave men and women of our 
founding generation, victory was far from 
certain. They were certain only of the cause 
they served—the belief that freedom is the 
gift of God and the right of all mankind. The 
strength of their convictions made possible 
the birth of the free Nation in which we are 
blessed to live 

On the Fourth of July we also honor the 
sacrifices made by each American generation 
to secure the promises of the Declaration of 
Independence For more than two centuries 
from the camps of Valley Forge to the moun 
tains of Afghanistan, Americans have served 
and sacrificed for the principles of our found 
ing 

Today, a new generation of American pa- 
triots is defending our freedom against deter- 
At this how 


the men and women of our Armed Forces 


mined and ruthless enemies. 


are facing danger in distant places, carrying 
out their missions with all the skill and honor 
we expect ol them. And their families are 
enduring long separations from their loved 
Our 


troops and our military families deserve all 


ones with great courage and dignity 


our support and gratitude and on this Fourth 
of July weekend, | ask every American to find 
a way to thank those who defend our free 
dom. To find out about efforts in your com 
munity please visit the web _ site 
americasupportsyou.mil 

As we celebrate the Fourth, we also re 
member that the promises ol liberty con 
tained in our Declaration apply to all people 
Because Americans believe that freedom is 
value the freedom 


of every person in every nation And because 


an unalienable right, we 


we are committed to the God-given worth 
of every life, we strive to promote respect 
for human dignity. Today, all who live in tyr- 
anny and all who vearn for freedom can know 
that America stands with them 

As citizens of this good Nation, we should 
be proud of our heritage, grateful for our lib- 
erty, and confident in our future. Two hun- 
dred and thirty years after America declared 
its independence the spirit of “76 lives on. 
And our Nation remains proud to carry free- 
dom’s torch. We still place our trust in the 
protections of divine providence. We still 
pledge our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred 
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honor to freedom’s defense. And we still be- 
lieve in the promise of freedom for all. 
Thank you for listening 


Nore: The address was recorded at 7:45 a.m. on 
June 30 in the Cabinet Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 1. The tran 
script was made available by the Office of the 
30 but embargoed for 
Office of the 
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran 


Press Secretary on June 


release until broadcast. The Press 


script of these remarks 


Executive Order 13409— 
Establishing an Emergency Board To 
Investigate a Dispute Between 
Southeastern Pennsy lvania 
Transportation Authority and its 
Locomotive Engineers Represented 
by the Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers and Trainmen 


July 3, 2006 


\ dispute exists between Southeastern 


Pennsylvania Transportation Authority 


SEPTA) and its employees represented by 
the Brotherhood of 
BLET 


The dispute has not heretofore been ad 


Locomotive Engineers 
and Trainmen 


justed under the provisions of the Railway 
Labor Act 5 U.S.C. 151-188 
RLA). 

\ party empowered by the RLA has re 
quested that the President establish an emer 


} 
as amended 


gency board pursuant to section 9A of the 
RLA (45 U.S.C. 159a 

Section 9A(c) of the RLA provides that the 
President upon such request shall appoint 
an emergency board to investigate and report 
on the dispute. 

Now, Therefore, by the authority vested 
in me as President by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, including sec- 
tion 9A of the RLA, it is hereby ordered as 
follows: 

Section 1. Establishment of Emergency 
Board (Board). There is established, effec- 
tive 12:01 a.m. eastern daylight time on July 
§ 2006, a Board of three members to be 
appointed by the President to investigate and 
report on this dispute. No member shall be 
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pecuniarily or otherwise interested in any or- 
ganization of railroad employees or any car- 
rier. The Board shall perform its functions 
subject to the availability of funds. 

Sec. 2. Report. The Board shall report to 
the President with respect to this dispute 
within 30 days of its creation. 

Sec. 3. Maintaining Conditions. As pro- 
vided by section 9A(c) of the RLA, from the 
date of the creation of the Board and for 120 
days thereafter, no change in the conditions 
out of which the dispute arose shall be made 
by the parties to the controversy except by 
agreement of the parties. 

Sec. 4. Records Maintenance. The records 
records of the Of 
fice of the President and upon the Board’s 


and files of the Board are 


termination shall be maintained in the phys- 
ical custody of the National Mediation Board 

Sec. 5. Expiration The Board shall termi 
nate upon the submission of the report pro 
vided for in section 2 of this order. 


George W. Bush 
The White House 
July 3. 2006. 


Filed with the 
§:45 a.m 


Office of the Federal Register 
July 6, 2006 


Nore: This Executive order was publish d in the 
Federal Register on July 7 


Remarks at an Independence Day 
Celebration at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina 


July 4, 2006 


all. Thanks for the warm wel 
Its a pleasure to be back here at Fort 


Thank you 
COTE 
Bragg—home of our Airborne and Special 
Forces 
Air Force One, and ow 
pilot Colonel Tillman, he said 
the hatch and drop you out by parachute. 


I flew down on 


I can open 


|Laughter| 1 said he had the wrong President 
Bush. [Laughter] Old °41, 1 call him 
happens to be my dad—has jumped five 
times with the Golden Knights of Fort Bragg 
Mother appreciates you helping him down 
safely. |Laughter| He’s the only skydiving 
President, and that’s a distinction I think he’s 
going to keep. [Laughter] 


who 
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Ever the White House this 
morning, I've been looking forward to com- 
ing here and saying, “I looah!” 
Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. \t’s a pleasure to get out 
of Washington, to spend some time in the 
real 


since I left 


center of the universe.” It’s good to be 
with the men and women of the Sth [18th] ‘ 
\irborne Corps and the quiet professionals 
of the Army Special Operations Command. 

I can't think of a better way to spend the 
Fourth of July than with the All Americans 
of the 82d Airborne. You're Airborne all the 
way, and I’m proud to be here with you. We 
also welcome the men and women of Pope 
Air Force base, who put the “air” in Air- 
borne. I'm privileged to be in the presence 
of so many courageous military families who 
have borne the hardships of war with dignity 
and devotion. By supporting a loved one in 


uniiorm and 


you are serving our country 
America is grateful for your service and your 
sacrifice 

Today we mark the 230th anniversary of 
American independence And on this day, 
when we give thanks for our freedom, we 
also give thanks for the men and women who 
make our freedom possible. Each of you have 
ste pped forward to serve, knowing the risks 
and dangers that accompany freedom’s de- 
lense 

I've come to thank you for your valor and 
to thank you for vour patriotism. I've come 
to share with you and with the American peo- 
ple how vour dedication and your sacrifice 
are helping us win the war on terror. You 
are serving our country at a time when our 


And 
courage, every day is Independence Day in 


country needs you because of your 
America 

Laura sends her best and her love. 'm a 
lucky man that she said yes when I asked 
her to marry me. | appreciate Lieutenant 
General John Vines for his introduction. | 
want to thank all the commanding officers, 
all the sergeant majors, all who wear our uni- 
form for welcoming me here today. It's a 
pleasure to be with you. 

I'm honored to be here with Senator Rich- 
ard Burr, United States Senator from the 


State of North Carolina. He strongly supports 


White House correction 
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the men and women who wear the uniform. 
And I’m proud to serve with him in Wash- 
ington, DC 

I want to thank all the local officials who 
are here. Thank you for supporting the good 
folks who live here and work here and train 
here. It means a lot to the families to know 
that the local communities extend the hand 
of friendship and support 

Two hundred and thirty years ago, 56 
brave men signed their names to a document 
that set the course of our Nation. It changed 
the history of the world. Our Declaration of 
Independence was a bold statement of revo 
lutionary principles. It laid down a creed of 
freedom and equality that has lifted the lives 
of hundreds of millions here in America and 
Yet without the courage 
the 
Declaration would have been 


around the world 
of the soldiers of our Continental Army 
words of the 
forgotten by history, dismissed as the radical 
musings of a failed revolution 


We 


, : 
year because that ragtag group of citizen sol 


celebrate Independence Day each 
diers challenged the world’s most powerful 
military, secured our liberty, and planted a 
standard of freedom to which the entire 
world has aspired 

Since that first Fourth of July 


million Americans have defended our free- 


> 
some 43 


dom in times of war. These brave men and 
women crossed oceans and continents to de- 
feat murderous ideologies and to secure the 
peace for generations that followed. We live 
in liberty because of the courage they dis 
playe d. From Bunker Hill to Baghdad, from 
Concord to Kabul 
Day, we honor their achievements and we 
thank them for 


cause 


on this Independence 


their service in freedom’s 

At this hour the men and women of Fort 
Bragg are carrying on this great legacy, facing 
danger in distant lands, and carrying out thei 
missions with all the skill and honor we ex 
pect of them. In a time when the terrorists 
have attacked our homeland and hope to 
strike take comfort in 
knowing that the soldiers of Fort Bragg are 
on duty and standing watch for our freedom 


again, Americans 


Fort Bragg is the home to some of our 
country’s best and bravest, the men and 
women of the United States Army Special 


Operations Command. Army Special Forces 
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define their mission in a motto: “To Liberate 
the Oppressed.” And in the war on terror, 
you ve done just that, overthrowing cruel re- 
gimes in Afghanistan and Iraq and bringing 
freedom to more than 50 million people. 
Green Berets were the first U.S. forces on 
the ground in both Operation Enduring 
Freedom and our Operation Lragi Freedom. 
And along with others, you remain on the 
few 
weeks ago, | had a chance to visit Baghdad 
and visit with some of Fort Bragg’s finest sol- 


offense against the terrorists today. A 


diers, the special operation forces who 
helped bring justice to the terrorist Zarqawi 

They were the first coalition forces to ar- 
the atte! 
Zarqawi s safe house 


rive on scene the bombing of 
They administered 
compassionate medical care to a man who 
showed no compassion to his victims. And 
this brutal took his final 


breath, one of the last things he saw was the 


when terrorist 
face of an American soldier from Fort Bragg 
North Carolina 

We're 


Zarqawi s death, coalition and [raqi torces 


on the offense. In the weeks since 
have launched more than 190 raids on targets 


across the country. We've captured more 
than 700 enemy operatives and killed some 
60 more. In these raids, we’ve uncovered 
caches of weapons and suicide vests and lraqi 
army uniforms to be used as disguises in bru- 
tal terrorist attacks. We've 


ligence information that is helping us keep 


seized new intel 


the pressure on the terrorists and the insur- 
gents. At this moment of vulnerability for the 
enemy, we will continue to strike their net 
work, we will disrupt their operations, and 
we will bring their leaders to justice. 

Last week, Iraqi security forces announced 
the capture of an Al Qaida terrorist from Tu- 
nisia named Abu Qadama. He’s one of the 
men responsible for the bombing of the 
Golden Mosque in Samara. The Golden 
Mosque is one of Shi'a Islam’s holiest sites, 
and the terrorists blew it up in the hope that 
this vicious act would provoke sectarian re- 
prisals and drag the nation into civil war and 
derail the formation of a unity government. 
Hundreds of Iraqis were killed in the vio- 
lence that ensued 

But in the end, Iraqis stepped back from 
the abyss. They want to live in a free and 
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peaceful society. Their mothers are no dif- 
ferent from the America 
who want their children to grow up and be 
able together 
to form a new Government. lraqi and coali- 
together, 
brought justice to a key player in the Samara 
attack. We’re to strike 
blows a We'll continue 
working to support Lr iq s new Government 


mothers here in 


to realize dreams. They came 


tion forces, by working have 


going to continue 
gainst the terrorists. 

When I spoke here a year ago, Iraqis still 
had a Transitional Government that was op- 
erating under an administrative law 
before the restoration of sovere ignty 


issued 
Today, 
Ir: aqis have a permane nt Government chosen 
in free elections under a democratic Con- 
stitution that they wrote and they approved. 
And the Ir aqi pe ople have a courageous lead- 
er in Prime Minister Maliki, who has formed 
a cabinet and laid out a clear agenda for the 
people of Iraq. 

I met the Minister. I met with his 
team. I was impressed » them. I was im- 


pressed by his strength. 


Prime 


| was impressed by 
his character. I was ont ssed by his deter- 
mination to succeed. He’s laid out an ambi- 
tious plan to improve its economy and deliver 
essential services and to defeat the enemies 
And I told him this: That as 
he stands up for freedom, the United States 
of America will stand with him. 

There’s more work to be done in lraq The 


of a free [raq. 


Iraqi people face deadly enemies who are de- 
termined to stop Iraq’s new unity Govern- 
ment from succeeding. They can’t stand the 
thought of libe rty. Our strate gy is clear. Our 
goals are easy to understand: We will help 
Iraq's new le aders: we will he ‘Ip the people 
of Iraq build a country that can govern itself 
and sustain itself and defend itself as a free 
nation. Our troops will help the Iraqi people 
succeed because it’s in our national interests. 
A tree [raq in the heart of the Middle East 
will make America and the 
cure. 


world more se- 


I'm going to make you this prouniee: 
not going to allow the sacrifice of 
troops who have died in Iraq to be in vain 


by pulling out before the job is done. 


General Casey is working with the [raqi 
Government on a path forward. But we're 


an artificial timetable for 
Setting an artificial timetable 


not going to set 
withdrawal. 
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mistake. At a moment 
when the terrorists have suffered a series of 
significant blows, setting an artificial time- 
table would breathe new life into their cause. 
Setting an artificial timetable 
mine the new lraqi 


would be a terrible 


would under- 
Government and send 
a signi il to Ir aqs ene mies that if they wait 
just a little bit longer, America will just give 
up. Setting an artificial timetable would un- 
dermine the morale of our troops by sending 
that the which 
risked your lives is not worth com- 
pleting. We're not going to set an artificial 
timetable to withdraw from Iraq. I will make 
decisions about troop levels in Iraq based on 
that matters most, the 
judgment of our military commanders. 

I'll make you another pledge: We're 
to make you have the 
need to defeat our enemies in Iraq and se- 


the message mission for 


you ve 


the advice measured 
going 
sure resources you 
cure the generations to come. | 
in all the 
serving in the cause of 
freedom with such courage 


peace for 


believe in you, and I believe men 
and women who are 
and such deter- 
winning this war, 


enemies understand that too. 


mination. You're and our 
We get all kinds of evidence when we raid 


They 
keeping the pres- 


these safe houses, about their concerns 
bemoan the fact that we're 
They see the successes we're 
They 
This moment when the ter- 


sure on them 


having in training. know we're dam- 
aging their cause. 
rorists are suffering from the weight of suc 
blows is not the to call retreat. 
We will stay; we will fight; and we will pre- 


vail. 


cessive time 


Prevailing in lraq is going to require more 
tough fighting; it’s going to require more sac- 
rifice. 
will be 


And when the job in Iraq is done, it 
a major victory in the battle against 
the terrorists. By achieving victory in Iraq, 
we will deny the terrorists a safe haven from 
which to plot and plan new attacks on Amer- 
ica and other free By achieving vic- 
tory in Iraq, we will send a signal to our en- 


nations. 


emies that America’s resolve is firm and that 
our country will not run in the face of thugs 
and assassins. 

By achieving victory in Iraq, we will help 
Iraqis build a free re in the heart of a 
troubled region and inspire those who desire 
liberty- 
Damascus to Tehran. 


those democratic reformers from 


By achieving victory in 
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lraq we will honor the sacrifice of the brave 
men and women who have risked their lives 
and given their lives for a just and noble 
cause 

Victory in Iraq will not, in itself, end the 
We re a global 


struggle against the followers of a murderous 


war on terror. engaged in 
ideology that despises freedom and crushes 
all dissent and has territorial ambitions and 
This 
tacked uS Ih OUT homeland on September the 
Lith, 2001 


mass destruction that would allow them to 


pursues totalitarian aims. enemy at 


They're pursuing weapons of 


deliver even more « atastrophic destruction to 
our country and oul friends and allies across 
the world 
such enemy the re 18 only one effective re 
) will 


never give in; and we will never accept any 


They're dangerous. And against 


sponse We will never back down; we 
thing less than complete victory 

We will keep the pressure on them. We 
will stay on the offense. We'll fight the terror 
ists in Afghanistan and Iraq and every battle 
front in this struggle Yet in the long run 
we will defeat the terrorists and their hateful 
ideology by spreading the hope of freedom 
Our 


America is based on a clear premise The 


across the world strategy to protect 
security of our Nation depends on the ad 
vance of liberty in other nations 

On September the Lith, 2001, we saw that 
probl ms originating in a failed and oppres 
sive state 7,000 miles away could bring mu 
And we 
learned an important lesson: Decades of ex 


der and destruction to our country 


cusing and accommodating the lack of free 
dom in the Middle East did nothing to make 
it sate. So long as the Middle East remains 
a place where freedom does not flourish, it 
will remain a place where terrorists foment 
resentment and threaten American security 

And so we pursue a forward strategy of 
freedom in the Middle East. We ought to 
be confident in the pursuit of that strategy 
because liberty is universal. And by standing 
with those who desire liberty, we will help 
extend freedom to millions who have not 
known it and lay the foundations of peace 
for generations to come. 

These are historic times, and I thank you 
for putting on the uniform and for volun- 
teering to serve this country during these im- 


portant times. | have confidence in our coun- 
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try, and I have faith in our cause. Because 
I know the character of the men and 
women who wear our Nation’s uniform. And 


| see 


| know the character of the men and women 
here at Fort Bragg. We see 
in 24 service members from Fort Bragg and 


that character 


Pope Air Force Base who have received the 
Silver Star for gallantry in combat. We see 
that character in men and women who have 
received serious wounds in battle but fought 
on exposing themselves to enemy fire to save 
their comrades and complete their missions. 
We see that character in special operations 
soldiers like Captain Chip Eldridge. In De- 
cember 2004, Captain Eldridge was de- 
ployed at a coalition base near Shkin, Afghan 
istan, where he got a report that the terrorists 
were preparing to attac k the base with a rock 
et. When his unit went out to look for them 
his Humvee was hit by an antitank mine, and 
his unit came under a barrage of gunfire. He 
was pulled out of his vehicle, and he looked 
down, and he saw that part of his left leg 
had been blown off. De spite the intense pain 
he refused pain killers offered by a field 
medic so he could stay alert to deal with the 
enemy. Soon, a team of A-10 Warthogs ar 


rived and took care of the terrorists, and ¢ ‘hip 


and his men were evacuated 

Eventually, Chip Was transported to Wal 
ter Reed Army Medical Center, where doc 
tors told him that he would be in recovery 
for at least a vear. He told his doctors he 
had a change of command in 6 months and 
that 
speed his recovery, he tripled his daily phys 
ical therapy regime. He told his physical 
therapists “I'm going to need to run, swim 


he'd be out of recovery by then. To 


jump out of planes, possibly ride horses; I'm 
His 


therapist recalls how angry he was when 


not going to accept anything different 
someone told him he’d never run a sub-7 
minute mile again. ( hip proved him wrong 

Today, his commanding officer says, “Id 
say he’s fitter than 90 percent of the people 
in the unit he commands. In a room with 
four people, I bet he could beat three of us 
in a mile run.’ Chip is here at Fort Bragg 
he’s jumping out of planes; he’s training with 
his men; and next April, he’s heading back 
to Afghanistan, where he'll once again com- 
mand a unit in the zone of combat. America 
is blessed to have brave soldiers like Chip 
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Eldridge. With men like this leading ow 
forces in the battle, the enemy doesn’t have 
a chance. 

Like Chip, some of our service men and 
women have returned from war with terrible 
injuries, wounds they will carry with them 
Others left om 
shores to defend freedom and did not live 
to make the journey home. They left loved 
ones behind who mourn a loss that time can 
never fully heal. We hold the families of the 
fallen in our hearts, and we lift them up in 


for the rest of their lives 


our prayers and America will always honor 
their sacrifice. 
In the past 5 years, the men and women 


of Fort Bragg have met hardships together 


and you have looked out for each other. Last 
more than 6.400 members of the Fort 
Bragg community served as volunteers put 


year, 


in more than 725.000 hours of service to your 
You've 


cColhn 


friends and neighbors at this base 
coached little league teams; you ve 
forted children who miss moms and dads de 
ployed on missions far from home; and you 
helped returning soldiers make the adjust 
ments from life in a combat zone to life at 
home 

As you stand with one another here at Fort 
Bragg, vou need to know, America stands 
with you. We support you. Last week, at the 
White House, I met with leaders of military 
service organizations from across this coun 
try. These groups are sending letters to our 
troops and offering scholarships for the chil 
dren of our fallen and severely wounded sol 
diers. And they're providing millions of dol 
lars in assistance to families of service men 
and women in need 

I met some remarkable people at that 
meeting. | met a lady named Emily Dieruf- 
Dieruf—who lost her husband, Nich, in Lraq 
Emily Dieruf has dedicated her life to help 
ing our service men and women and their 
families in difficult She travels the 
country raising funds for a group called USA 


times 
Cares. And together, they provided more 
than $1.4 million in assistance to our military 
families. 

| met a wonderful lady named Mary Harp- 
er. Mary has got five children and a son-in- 
law in the United States Army, all of them 
in the Army, and all of them have served 
in Iraq. Mary was concerned about our 
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troops not receiving mail from home, and so 
she started something called Operation Shoe 
Box. Today, she has 500 volunteers working 
with her shipping between 500 and 700 care 
packages a week to our troops in Afghanistan 
and Iraq and other fronts in the war on ter- 
ror. People like Mary and Emily represent 
the heart and soul of our Nation, and they 
make this country proud 

Across our country, Americans are coming 
together to help our deployed forces and 
their families. And we can do more. So on 
this Fourth of July, I ask all 


take a moment and consider what you might 


Americans to 


do to support the men and women who wear 
our Nation’s uniform. If you're interested in 
helping, go to a Department of Defense web 
site called americasupportsyou. mil. That’s 
where you can find a place to volunteer, an 
opportunity to help. I ask every citizen to 
consider making a contribution to the men 
and women who defend us because every 
one of us owes our freedom to these coura- 
geous Americans 

The men and women who serve here at 
Fort 
America, and you're part of a great history. 
From the Battle of Trenton to the Battle of 
rall ‘Afar, brave soldiers have stepped for- 


Bragg are making a difference for 


ward to risk their lives for liberty. Two hun 
dred and thirty years after America declared 
her independence, the spirit of "76 lives on 
in the courage that you show each day. 
You've given our citizens a priceless gift, 
the opportunity to live in freedom and to pur- 
sue their dreams and enjoy lives of purpose 
and dignity. You've kept America what our 
A light to the 
nations spreading the good news of human 


Founders meant her to be 


freedom to the darkest corners of Earth. 

I want to thank vou for all you do for our 
country and for the world. May God bless 
you all, and mav God continue to bless the 
United States of America. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:55 a.m. at Iron 
Mike Plaza. In his remarks 
Mark Tillman, USAF, commander, Presidential 
Airlift Group; Lt. Gen John R. Vines, USA, com 
manding general, XVIII Airborne ¢ lorps and Fort 
Bragg; Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq; and 
George W. Casey, Jr 

general, Multi-National Force 


he referred to Col 


Gen USA, commanding 


Iraq. 
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Remarks on Immigration Reform in 
Alexandria, Virginia 
July 5, 2006 


The President. 
esting conversation. 


| just had a really inter- 
First of all, this business 
is owned by two Iranian American brothers. 
They are small-business owners; they are en- 
tre ag neurs; they are employing pe ople. And 
then district manager, who 
ae with the two Iranian American broth- 
ers happens to be a Guatemalan American 
citizen. She is learning business; she is taking 
on additional responsibility. Then I talked to 
the store 


met with the 


manager, who was a Salvadoran 
American 


These people remind me that one of the 


great features of our country is that people 
are ab le 
One of the problems we have, 
that 
owners have trouble finding workers People 


to come here and realize dreams 
because our 
economy is strong, is small-business 
come here to work 

And one of the things we've 
to make that they a verification 
plan that will enable them to determine, as 
they hire new workers, whether or not those 


workers are here illegally. See 


got to do is 


sure have 


_ it’s against the 


law to hire somebody who is here illegally. 


And we intend to enforce that law 
a comprehensive immigration plan is to give 
e mploye rs the tools necessary to determine 
whether or not the workers they’ re looking 
for are illegally in America. And we've 


Basic Pilot, it’s called. It’s 


here 
got such a plan 
working. 

One of the I asked the 
owner of the business, was the plan working 
He said, 


reasons I came is, 
“Yes, it is. It makes it easier for 
us to verify whether the documents a person 
gives us are true.” I also want—so therefore 
I want this plan to te expanded. When I first 
became President, it was only in six States. 
Now Nation. But it’s a vol- 
untary plan; it ought to be a mandatory plan. 

I'm strongly for a comprehensive immigra- 
tion policy; it’s one that enforces the border. 
And we're doing that by expi anding agents 


it’s across the 


and putting new tec -hnologie s on our border. 
But part of a comprehensive immigration 
plan is to Ree sure we have interior enforce- 
ment, that we uphold our laws, and say to 
employers, 


“It’s against the law for you to 
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hire somebody who's here illegally; we intend 
But 
we've got to get the employers the tools to 
make sure that the people who are here, are 
here legally. 

Thirdly, I think there needs to be—I know 
there needs to be a worker program that says 


to fine you when we catch you doing it.” 


you can come here on a temporary basis and 
work here legally for jobs Americans aren’t 
doing. If you talk to e mployers such as these 
folks, they'll tell you they need workers. And 
people are willing to do the work that others 
aren't willing to do, but we want to make 
sure there’s a legal way to do it. 

I look forward to working with Con- 
gress for a temporary-worker plan that will 
background checks to make that 
people that are coming aren't criminals, that 
say you can come here for a te mporary basis 
that you can do work others aren't doing. And 
that’s one way to make sure that employers 


have sure 


know they're hiring people who are here le- 
gally. 

We need to make sure we help people as- 
similate. I met four people here who assimi- 
lated into our country. They spe “ak English: 
they understand the history of our country: 
they love the American flag as much as I love 
the American flag. of the great 
things about we help newcomers 
four folks that are 
Dream, and I think 
renew our soul and our spirit to help people 
assimilate. 

And finally, we cannot kick people out who 
have been here for awhile. And so I look for- 
ward to working with Congress on a rational 


That’s one 
America 
Here's 


the American 


assimilate. living 


helps 


plan as to how to make sure people who have 
been here, the 11 million or so people who 
been here for awhile, are treated with 
respect and dignity. I'm absolutely opposed 
to amnesty. 


have 


you're automati- 
That would be a mistake to 
grant amnesty. Amnesty would say to some- 
body, all I've got to do is wait it out; all I've 
got to do is get here illegally myself and I'll 
become a citizen. That would be bad policy. 

But I’m also realistic to tell you that we’re 
not going to be able to deport people who 
have working hard and raising 
And so I want to work with 
Congress to come up with a rational way for- 
ward. 


Amnesty says, 
cally a citizen. 


been here, 
their families. 
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Again, | want to thank you all for having 
me. I love I cannot tell you how | 
love being with entrepreneurs and dreamers 


being 


and doers and people who are running things 
and managers, and to be with my fellow citi 
zens as we talk about a very important public 
policy, and that’s rational, comprehensive im- 
migration reform 

Thank you all very much. See 
at the White House 

Q. Mr. President, North Korea 
believe there should be 

The President. See you at the 
House. April [April Ryan, American Urban 
Radio Networks|, would you like me 
you a cup of coffee? 


you back 
do you 
White 
to buy 


Ms. Ryan. | would love you to 
The President. What would you want in 
it? 
Ms. Ryan. Anything you want to give me 
The President. What would you like 
it, cream and sugar? 
Ms. Ryan. Sure, sir. | Laughter 


The President. Alright. One more coffee 


please. I'm coming your way. It’s in the spirit 


of 


Ms. Ryan. Spirit of what? 

The President. Spirit of reaching out. 

Ms. Ryan. All right. And you got money 
in your pocket? Do you typically keep money 
in your poc ket? 

The President. No, this is 
| Laughter] 
I'll repay him. See, the 

me the coffee 


Jared let me 
And T'll repay 


man offered 


have this money 
him 

to give for free. You can’t run 
away. | 


understand how commerce works. He 


a business if you give your coffee 
offers 
a product I want: I then pay for that prod- 
uct—I'll handle that, sir, thank you. [Laugh 
ter 

Ms. Ryan. Mr 


much 


President, thank you so 


The President. April, anything for you. 


Nore: The President spoke at 11:02 a.m. in a 
Dunkin’ Donuts/Baskin Robbins store. 
marks, he referred to Abolhossein Ejtemai and 
Ali Assavesh, owners 


In his re 


and Reynaldo Ramos, store 
manager; and Adriana Hernandez, district man 
ager, Dunkin’ Brands, Inc. The Office of the Press 
secretary also released a Spanish language tran 
script of these remarks 
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Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Mikheil Saakashvili of 
Georgia and an Exchange With 
Reporters 


2006 


President Bush. We'll have opening state- 
ments and a couple of questions. 

First, Mr. | was—re- 
minded the President about what a fantastic 
visit I had to Georgia. Laura and I will never 
forget your hospitality; we will never forget 


President, welcome. 


the food, for which Georgia is quite famous; 
ve will never forget the fantastic folk dancing 
we saw. And then I'll never forget our visits 
and the speech to the Georgian people. 
was a fantastic trip. 
It was made fantastic because my friend 
but he 
same values I share. He be- 
lieves in He be- 
, 


lieves that democracy is the best wavy to vield 
the peace The 


not only was a good host is a man 
who shares the 


the universality of freedom. 


Georgian Government and 
acted on those 
beliefs. | want to thank you for your contribu 


the people of Georgia have 


tion in Iraq, to help the Iraqi people realize 


the great benefits of democracy. It’s hard 


work, but it’s necessary work. 

We had a very good discussion about a va- 
riety of topics. I assured the President that 
Georgia is our friend, and we care deeply 
about the people of Georgia. It's a remark- 
able experience has taken place. | congratu- 
late the 


creating an 


and his Government on 
that 
love the 
about the entrepreneurial spirit that’s begin- 
ning to flourish 


President 
climate fosters 


growth and opportunity. | 


economic 


stories 


And one of the interesting stories that cap- 
President 
first came into office and he cleaned out the 


tured my imagination is when the 


police forces in order to rid the country of 
corruption in the law enforcement- unde r- 
standing full well that the people must trust 
security in order for a society to flourish. 
And so, Mr. President, got hard 
work ahead of you. You've tackled problems 
with vigor and enthusiasm. But most impor- 


you ve 


: intly, you've staved true to a philosophy that 
admire. back to the Oval Of- 
es and please give your good wife all my 


So we ‘come 


very best. 
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President Saakashvili. | will certainly tell 
Sandra. And I mean, Mr 
an incredible 


President, it was 
to stand next to 
you in the Freedom Square in Tbilisi. And 
1 felt like after—it was vin- 


dication for all those Georgians, including my 


honor for me 
it was, vou know, 


family members, who perished in gulag, who 
died fighting for their freedom, their libe rty 
And 


an incredib le occ: ision bec: use I'm also | ve 


their independence basically, this was 
studied diplomacy for many years, and I can 
tell you, it was brilliant exercise of self- diplo- 
macy, the way vou appreciated our culture, 
our Openness oul warmth And we will cer- 
tainly never forget it 

indeed. 


Georgia is performing. It is a 


very—I mean, it has strong economic growth. 
This is a very beautiful country that attracts 
lots of now. We 


dramatically increased our tax 


investment have low tax 


rates, but we 
collection, which means that low taxes and 
less government is a very good thing to have 
as you well know 

And one 
e discussed with President 
And, cer 
at stake 
in the 
same values, in the same principles. And we 
ire talking to the 
which is the 


So basically, we are getting there 


thing, you know, w 


Bush the upcoming G—S summit 


tainly there are lots of issues that are 


there, and we believe very strongly 


President—to the country, 


for Georgians, | mean, for gen- 


' : 
erations of Georgians, American freedom are 


synonymous—they have been synonymous 


when I lived under Soviets 
And it still stays very 


for me all my life 
and after that 
that way, because all freedom loving people 
today. they 
share with somebody, 


much 


whenevet something to 


And 


have 
come to America. 
this is a very strong thing 


thing I can tell, Mr 


freedom 


President 
agenda does indeed work. | 


And one 
your 
mean, you can see it in Georgia. We are see- 
ing it in Iraq. And please stay there 
fight there until the end. We 
you there, whatever it takes 


success in Iraq is success for countries like 


ss please 
will stay with 
because your 
Georgia. 
that 
wants security 


It’s a success for every individual 
loves that 
secure world 
r their children. And 
whatever it takes to he ‘Ip you—we are not 
a big country 


freedom, every individual 


y, to live in more 
for himself, herself, « 


we are beautiful, small coun- 


try with lots of attractions—I invited you to 
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I had mountain biking here yesterday 
and I invited you to come 


come. 
over and have 
mountain biking in Georgia. 

But one thing is important, that you know 
we really cherish the things. And I’m 
so honored to be here on the Independence 
Day I watched yesterday 
and around the 
happy birthday. 
| Laughter] 
ica, Georgia, and the whole world. 
very much. 

President Bush. Mr 
Deb [Deb 


Same 


and fireworks 
birthday. So 


I'm honored to be 


time ot your 
invited 


Amer 
Thank you 


now And God bless you. 


thank 


Associated 


President 
you Riechmann., 


Press| 


North Korea 
Q. Mr. on North Korea. 


is it possib le to punish a country that is one 
of the poorest and most isolated in the world? 
And secondly 


President how 


had you been hoping for a 
stronger response from China? 

President Bush. The North Korean Gov- 
ernment can join the community of nations 
and improve its lot by acting in concert with 
those who—with those of us who believe that 
she shouldn't possess nuclear weapons, and 
by those of us who believe that there’s a posi- 
tive way forward for the North Korean Gov- 
ernment and her people. In other words, this 
they make 
they fired off 
world had—particularly those of us in the six- 
party talks—had asked for that not to hap- 
It’s a matter of good faith. The ¢ 
ment made a different decision. 

And so it’s their to make. 
firing of the have 

isolated 


is a choice Yesterday, as you 


know, a series of rockets. The 


pen Govern- 
What 
done. is 
further, and 
f North Korea. 
am deeply concerned about the plight of the 
people of North Korea. | would hope that 


the Government would agree 


choice 
rockets 


themselves 


these 
they've 
that’s sad for the people oO 


to verifiably 
abandon its weapons programs. I would hope 
that there would be a better opportunity to 
for that Government and its people to move 
forward. The Chinese will play—have played 
and will continue to play a very important 
role in the six-party talks. It’s my view that 
the best way to solve this problem diplomati- 
cally is for the ‘re to be more than one nation 
speaking to North Korea, more than America 
voicing our opinions. 
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And therefore, the five of us—Russia 
South Korea, Japan, China, and the United 
States 
et launches, and we will work together to 
remind the leader of North 
Korea that there is a better way forward for 


: . } 
spoke with one voice about the rock 
continue to 


his people. 
Georgia 
President Saakashvili. 
garding the 


You 


I mean, I'm not intervening off 


know. re 


the agenda, but one thing I have to tell you, 
in Georgia, that I just sent over to President 
Bush the letter that Georgian freedom fight- 
ers sent him 7 years ago, and it never made 
it to the White House. It was intercepted 
by KGB. and all the people who wrote it 
were shot. 

I’m sure lots of people out there in Korea 
are writing similar letters today. And I’m sure 
that North Korean missiles will never reach 
the United States, but 


eventually, verv soon. because that’s a part 


those letters will 
of freedom agenda that President Bush has 
and what we strongly believe in 

President Bush. Do you want to call on 
a Georgia? 


President Saakashvili. Please. Wherever 


Georgia/North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization 

Q. Mr President, Georgia is planning IPP 
to NATO. What do you think, how fast can 
Georgia finish this IPP process and get Mem 
bership Action Plan? And do you think that 
Georgia should and will be a NATO member 
during your Presidency? Thank you, sir. 

President Bush. Listen, | believe that 
NATO would benefit with Georgia being a 
NATO, and I think 
would benefit. And there’s a way forward 
through the Membership Action Plan. And 
we—we'll work with our partners in NATO 
to see if we can't make the path a little 
smoother for Georgia. Georgia has got work 


member of Georgia 


to do, and the President understands that 
But I'm a believer in the expansion of NATO 
I think it’s in the world’s interest that we 
expand NATO. 

Kelly [Kelly O'Donnell, NBC News| 


North Korea 
Q. Thank you, sir, On the North Korean 


missiles, what have you learned about their 
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intentions or their capabilities, and what 
threat level do you think they still possess 
that their missile 


given intercontinental 


failed? 
President Bush. | spoke with Secretary 
Rumsfeld vesterday. He called me right after 


the launch, and he said they had preliminary 


information that they were going to analyze 
about the trajectory of the larger rocket. The 
other five rockets that were fired, the scuds, 
were—theit performance was pretty predict- 
able. It’s kind of a routine weapon that some 


of these nations have 


I asked him this morning, again, when I 
met with him about the information. They're 
still analyzing, trying to figure out the inten- 
tion of the North Korean leader as to why 
he would have fired the rocket and what they 


were trying to learn from it. 


One thing we have learned is that the rock- 
et didn’t stay up very long and tumbled into 
the sea, which doesn't, frankly, diminish my 
desire to solve this problem. So the first part 
of your question is, we're still analyzing what 
the intentions were. We're trying to analyze 
the data to determine flight path, for exam- 
pl 


I view this as an opportunity to remind 
the international community that we must 
work together to continue to work hard to 
convince the North Korean leader to give up 
any Weapons programs They ve agreed to do 
that in the past, and we will hold them to 
account. And I also strongly believe that it 
is much more effective to have more than 
one nation dealing with North Korea. It’s 
more effective for them to hear from a group 
of nations rather than one nation. 


And so today the Secretary of State, start- 
ing last night, the Secretary of State has been 
in touch with counterparts. 1, of course, will 
be on the phone as well. We want to send 
to continue to send a clear message that there 
is a better way forward for the leader of 
North Korea. It’s hard to understand his in- 
tentions. It’s hard to understand why he 
would not only fire one missile that failed 
but five others. And so we're talking with our 
friends and allies on the subject. 
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Spread of Democracy/Georgia-U.S. 
Relations 

Q. Mr. ' 
you've faced a lot of important challenges in 
many places like Iran and Iraq, Afghanistan, 
and North Korea. And at the same time, the 
whole world recognizes your personal role in 
promoting 


President, as you mentioned 


freedom all 
around. And how do you think, is there any 


democracy and 
chance that Georgia's aspiration to build free 
and democratic country may be left off of 
your agenda? 
President Saakashvili. Tricky question 
President Bush. 
freedom is universal. 


Freedom—lI believe 


And J 


spread of liberty is important tor peace 


believe the 
And 
therefore, the freedom agenda will be at the 
heart of everything I do. The freedom agenda 
is ingrained in my—it’s not only ingrained 
in my policy; it’s ingrained in my soul. I be- 
And I believe the United 
States has an obligation to work with others 
to help them secure their liberty. 


lieve it strongly 


I understand that elections are only the 
that 
there’s work needed to be done around the 


beginning of the freedom agenda and 


world to con- 


including our own country 
tinue to build strong institutions and build 
the organizations necessary for a civil society 
to develop Remember, ours was a country 
that wrote a great Constitution but enslaved 
people for 100 years. It takes time. And so 
1 understand that, and I want to work with 
our friends that ask 
government, and 
Will you help, 

to requests for help and specifically to Geor- 


gia. 


Georgia is a sovereign 
when governments say 


America must always listen 


One of the signature pieces of policy in 
my administration has been the Millennium 
Challenge Account. It’s a foreign funding 
that that 
fight corruption, support rule of law, invest 
in the health and education of their people, 
and adopt open markets. And one of the most 
robust Millennium Challenge 
projects is with Georgia. It’s a sign 


S 


mechanism recognizes countries 


Account 
should 
be a sign to the people of Georgia and people 
in the neighborhood that the United States 
respects the decisions this Government has 
made and wants to work closely with the peo- 
ple of Georgia to help Georgia succeed, to 
help create the conditions for success. 
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And so to answer your question, yes, I've 
got a lot that comes to my desk here, abso- 
lutely. I've got a lot to think about. But my 
friend, the President, wouldn't be sitting 
here if I didn’t have Georgia on my mind. 
| Laughter] 

Thank you all very much 


Note: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks 
he referred to Sandra Roelofs, wife of President 
Saakashvili; and Chairman Kim Jong Il of North 
Korea 


The President’s News Conference 
With Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
of Canada 


July 6, 2006 


President Bush. Thank you all. Welcome 
It's been my honor to visit with Stephen 
Harper, the Prime Minister of Canada, in the 
Oval Office. After this exercise in democracy 
Cll be buying him lunch, where we'll con- 
tinue our discussions. I'm impressed by his 
leadership style. I appreciate the fact that he 
doesn’t mince words. He tells me what’s on 
his mind, and he does so in a real clear fash 
On. 

We talked about We 


talked about Iran and our joint desire to con 


a lot of subjects 


vince the Lranian regime to give up its nu 
clear weapons ambitions. We talked about 
North Korea, and I shared with 


strategy to work with five other 


him our 
four other 
nations to convince the North Koreans to ad 
here to agreements they had already reached 
with the world. 

We talked about the war on terror, and 
I told the Prime Minister how pleased Amer- 
icans were that the Canadian Government 
did the hard work necessary to disrupt ter- 
rorist plots. It just goes to show how safe 
Canada is. When you've got a government 
that’s active and a police force that’s capable 
people ought to be rest assured that Canada 
is on top of any plots 

I thanked the Prime Minister and the Ca- 
nadian people for their involvement in Af- 
ghanistan. This is a serious foreign policy de- 
cision by the Government, and it’s a nec- 
essary decision, in my judgment, to help 


make this world a more peaceful place. It 
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just goes to show the important role Canada 
can play in foreign policy. Canada has got 
a set of values that are extremely important 
for the world to see. 

And I do want to thank the families of 
those soldiers who are in Afghanistan for sup- 
porting their loved ones. Their soldiers are 
doing fantastic work. I asked prior to your 
visit here from our military folks how they 
were doing; they said, great. And they're 
making the country proud. 

| appreciate very much our discussion 
about Darfur. I believe that Canada and the 
United States make a difference in 
Darfur and should. As you know, our Nation 
declared the situation in Darfur a genocide. 
We will work with the international commu 
nity to bolster the Al are there 
now I they ought to be blue 
helmeted, and I believe there ought to be 
NATO involvement with a blue-helmeted 
AU-augmented force on the ground. The 


message has got to be clear to the Govern 


can 


forces that 
believe 


ment of Sudan: We’re not going to tolerate 
this kind of activity. 

| speak frequently with my Secretary of 
Mr. Minister, to 
make sure that we expedite the arrival of aug 
mented troops to save lives. I talked to Kofi 
Annan the other night by the way, about this 


State on this issue Prime 


very subject. And so | appreciate your under 
standing, and I really appreciate your work 
ing on this 

You know, we cooperate closely in our 
neighborhood We 
NORAD accord 
for that 
hurricanes was about to hit us here, and | 


just renewed — the 
and I want to thank you 
I remember going out—one of th 
can remember talking to and having dinner 
with a Canadian general there, and it was 
a—it just reminded me of how close that our 
relations need to be. 

We talked about trade. We have a lot of 
trade with Canada. It’s in this Nation’s inter 
est to trade with Canada. It’s in, I think, the 
Canadian interest to trade with the United 
States. I'll let the Prime Minister speak to 
that. But it’s important when you have trade 


to have goods and services and people flow 


as smoothly as possible between our two 
countries. — 

We've had some disputes in the past, trade 
disputes. That’s what you expect when you 
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have a lot of trade. And probably the most 
nettlesome trade dispute was softwood lum- 
ber. And I appreciate the Prime Minister's 
leadership in helping us resolve this issue. 
It’s a tough issue. It was a tough issue for 
the Canadian Government; it’s a tough issue 
Nevertheless 


able to reach an accord just goes to show 


for us the fact that we were 
how trading partners can be active in trade 
and be willing—and solve problems. I think 
this is a really important solution, and I want 
to thank vou for that. 

Needless to say, the Prime Minister ex- 
pressed deep concerns about the Western 
Hemisphere Travel Initiative. The last time 
I was with him, he expressed concerns. He 
basically was a little impatient, if 1 might clar- 
ify your—it seemed like you were impatient, 


at least—{laughter|—and _ straightforward. 

Look,” he said, “I understand there’s a law 
on the books; show us what's going to hap- 
pen.” And I understand the concerns. If you 


have a relationship like we have, where 
there’s a lot of activity and a lot of people 
moving across the border, it makes sense for 
the Prime Minister of Canada to say, “Look, 
we just want to know what the rules are to 
determine whether or not it is compatible 
with our relationship. 

And so I assured him that my view is 
simple and eas) to understand is the opera 
tive words. And we will continue our discus- 
sions about this initiative, particularly since 
the Secretary ol 
Chertoff 


the way 


Homeland Security 
who is sitting right over there, by 
will be joining us for lunch. Unless 
you don’t want me to invite him. | Laughter] 


We talked about 


a lot of subjects, and that’s what you'd expect 


well, we talked about 


friends to do. 

Mr. Prime Minister, the floor is yours. I'm 
proud you're here, and thanks for coming. 

Prime Minister Harper. Well, thank you 
very much, Mr. President, for the invitation 
and for the kind words. And thank you for 
doing something I never thought Id see, 
which is have the Canadian media stand 
when I entered the room. But we certainly 
enjoy that. 


|At this point, Prime Minister Harper spoke 
in French, and no translation was provided. | 
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Prime Minister Harper. your hospi- 
tality. The United States and Canada have 
a strong relationship strong and firm rela 
tionship based on the largest commerce and 
social interaction in the history of any two 
countries of the world, and we were able to 
range of bilateral and inter 
national matters where we, 


discuss a wide 
more often than 
not share common values and common ob- 
jectives 

We discussed many topics of interest to 
our respective countries and citizens, in par 
mentioned, the 
Western Hemisphe re Travel Initiative. The 
President and I agreed that the impleme nta- 
tion of the provisions of the WHTI must not 
unduly hinder cross-border travel or tourism 
And to that end, we 


officials to agree on common standards for 


ticular, as the President 


or trade “ve tasked our 


securing alternate documents and prel 
erably as soon as possible 

We discussed the critical role Canada, in 
particular our oil sands, can play in providing 


The 


agreed to task our officials to provide a more 


energy security President and I have 


forward-looking approach focused on the en- 


vironment, climate change 


air quality, and 
energy issues in which our Governments can 
cooperate. We raised the issue of how regu- 


latory cooperation could increase produc- 


tivity, while helping to protect our health, 


safety, and environment 

We also expressed, as the President just 
did, our mutual satisfaction on the significant 
progress made on the longstanding softwood 
lumber dispute. Both countries have now ini- 
tialed the legal text; that legal text faithfully 
reproduces and documents the agreements 
reached between our Governments and var- 
ious premiers on April the 27th, and I now 
urge all relevant parties to move forward with 
its implementation 

The President and I also discussed a num- 
ber of important international issues, in par- 
ticular our Afghanistan. We have 


2,300 men and women on the ground as part 


role In 


of the Canadian forces. They're playing an 
important role in security and development 
in order to protect our national interest, re- 
build Afghanistan, and ensure it never be- 
comes again a safe haven for terrorists. 

We also discussed recent developments in 
Iran, and we expressed our mutual concern 
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about North Korea’s latest provocative acts 
We also discussed the upcoming G-S meet- 
ing in Russia, where issues like energy secu- 
rity, infectious diseases, education, and inno- 
vation will be on the agenda. And finally, we 
did touch briefly on the recent Mexican elec 
tion. Canada has full confidence in Mexico's 
institutions and processes, and I look forward 
very much to working with the next President 
of Mexico. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 

Keil | Richard Keil, Bloomberg News 


North Korea 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Do you want 
the United Nations to impose sanctions on 
North Korea? And how will you go about 
persuading the Russians and the Chinese to 
back those moves if you make them? And 
in addition to that, sir, what kind of threat 
do you think North Korea poses to world 
peace right now? 

President Bush. Nontransparent societies 
run by Governments that aren’t selected by 
the people are—very difficult to tell what's 
going on. That’s part of the problem. We're 
dealing with a person who was asked not to 
fire a rocket by the Chinese, the South Kore- 
ans, the United States, the Japanese, and the 
which 
then caused the Secretary of State and myself 
to get on the phone with our partners and 
reminded them that 


Russians. And he fired seven of them 


of the importance of 
speaking with one voice 

It’s to—saying to Kim Jong Il, there is a 
better way forward for you than isolating 
yourself from the rest of the world; that there 
is a Opportunity for you to stick to some of 
your agreements, and that is to verifiably dis- 
arm; and that there will be a better life than 
being isolated, and most importantly, a better 
life for your people than isolation will bring 

And so I was on the phone this morning 
with Hu Jintao and President Putin, and last 
night I talked to Prime Minister Koizumi and 
President Roh. And my message was that we 
want to solve this problem diplomatically, 
and the best way to solve the problem dip- 
lomatically is for all of us to be working in 
concert and to send one message and that 
is—to Kim Jong I 
adhere to international norms, and we expect 
you to keep your word. 


that we expect you to 





Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 
One way to send a message is through the 
United Nations. And the Japanese laid down 
a resolution which we support. But we're 
working with our partners to make sure we 


takes 


awhile particularly when you're dealing with 


speak with one voice Diplomacy 
a variety of partners And so we're spending 
time diplomatically making sure that voice 
is unified 

1 was pleased from the responses I got 
They 


concerned, concerned about a person who 


from the leaders like me, were—are 
doesn’t seem to really care about what others 
say. And so we're working it, working it hard 


And it’s 


is one which is not just the United States 


and by the way, an effective policy 


trying to solve problems So I spent time talk 
Minister 


should be and must 


ing to the Canadian Prime about 


Oo 
~ 


l 
} 
{ 


it. | mean, Canada is a 
be an active participant in helping deal with 
problems 

He brought up Haiti, for example, in the 
Oval Office. Canada has made a significant 
contribution to stability in Haiti in the past 

And it’s an important my only point IS, IS 

that we will continue to work with others to 
ce al with problems that crop up 

Q. How much of a threat to the world 

President Bush. Well, you know 
I think that 


to pose less of a threat the more isolated he 


Dic k 
let’s put it this wav—he’s going 
work together 
it’s hard to tell 


This is a society in which there’s very littl 


becomes and the more we 


And as I mentioned to you 
freedom, including freedom of the press 
There’s not a lot of light shining in ther 
And so we take his statements very seri 
ously. He’s kind of declared himself to be 
a nuclear power We obviously watch very 
carefully his testings. We're trving to make 
that the missile that he fired 
We don’t know 
for a fact where it was headed. But, for exam 
ple, one thing that Stephen and I talked 
about is he could be seemingly firing a mis 
sile at the United States, say, at—I don’t 
know, this is all speculation—but could be 
headed toward the Northwest of our country 


And it wouldn’t take much for it to get off 


sure, by the way 


vasn't headed for Canada 


course and end somewhere where he Way 
not have intended 

My only point is, is that we will work very 
closely on these matters together. It’s in om 
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interests that we send a clear message to the 


leader of North Korea. 


Canada-U.S. Border 
Q. Christian St 
Happy birthday sir. 
President Bush. It's amazing, the first 


birthday greeting I got from the press came 


Pierre, Radio Canada. 


from the Canadian press. [Laughter] Thank 
you. I am grateful. You're not 60 years old, 
Laughter| Well, let 
this—it’s a lot younger than you think. 

Q. President Bush 

President Bush. Sure 

Q. My question is about the security at 


are you? me just say 


the border. On the passport issue, you seem 
but there is a deadline of 2008. 
President Bush. Yes 
Yd. Is there any chance of getting a—of 
dealing? And, Mi Harper, can you comment 


very open 


in French and English please? 
President Bush. Thank vou. We are re 
And | 


is your question 


sponding to congressional law let me 
is there 
basically? Yes, I think 


that if Congress decides there needs to be 


re interpret youl 
flexibility in the law 
flexibility, there will flexibility Interestingly 
its inten 
That hasn't 
And so we are 


enough, the Senate passed mace 


tion clear to extend deadlines 
happened in the House vet 
operating m the executive branch under the 
idea that nothing will change, and therefore 
ve need to get to the Canadian Government 
as quickly as possible our definition of what 
a reasonable policy is. If Congress decides 


to be flexible. we obviously will be flexible. 

But the reason we're dealing with this 
issue is because the legislative branch put this 
into law put the need to have these kind 
law. And as I told 
who is responsible for imple 


that | would like this—to 
the extent the law allows 


of documents into 
Chertoft 
menting the law 
for there to be a 
lot of flexibility and simplicity 
As the Governor of Texas, I'm used to a 
border situation where hundreds of thou 
sands of people ( rossed every day. See, we 
on our southern border, there are a lot of 
Mexican citizens who come into the United 
States and work on a daily basis and then 
go back home. It happens a lot. And there- 
fore, I fully understand the need for there 


to be simplicity in the documentation. It 
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needs to be easy for somebody who is known 
makes a living on the 
a lot of 
kids go to college in, like, E] Paso, Texas 


and a person that is 
other side of the border. There's 


and they're living in Mexico, so they've got 
to go back and forth on a regular basis. So 
I'm familiar with this issue a lot, and I really 
do emphasize the need for us to be mindful 
of what a onerous program could mean to 
good relations as well as facilitation of trade 

| can remember Stephen's concerns about 
the effect of this initiative might have on con 
ventions, for example in Canada. He brought 
up today an interesting example of Little 
League teams playing baseball in Manitoba 
And so. in other words, there’s a lot of just 
daily commerce that we've got to be mindful 
about—not just trade but the movement of 
people And we are we are. 

And so to answer your question, if the 
Congress provides flexibility, of course we 
will work with the Canadian Government to 
extend deadlines. If the Congress says, “No 
* we will work with 
the Canadian Government to make the law 
work 


this is what our intent is 


Prime Ministei Harper spoke in French, and 
no translation was prot ided 


Prime Minister Harper. We're on two 
tracks here. We've indicated we want to co- 
operate. We understand this is a congres 
sional law the administration has to put into 
place We're prepared to cooperate to make 
it work as smoothly and effectively as pos- 
sible. We need more information, and we've 
been pressing for that for some time, and 
we'll continue to do so. 


At the 


ously to 


same time, our other track is obvi- 


encourage some reexamination olf 
the law. The Senate has recently passed an 
amendment that would delay this process by 
a vear and a half. We have some indications 
from some quarters of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, some will there to consider the 
same thing. 

As I say, we—and I just want to empha- 
we in Canada share the United States 


security concerns and objectives. I think as 


SIZe 


you all know, recently with events in Toronto. 
it's been brought home to all of us that we 
face exactly the same kind of security threats 


and are defending exactly the same kinds of 
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values. And I would hate to see a law go into 
place that has the effect of not just limiting 
and endangering trade or tourism but endan- 
gering all those thousands of social inter- 
actions that occur across our border every 
day and are the reason why Canada and the 


United States have the strongest relationship 


of any two countries, not just on the planet 
but in the history of mankind. 

And I would just urge the Congress to 
think carefully, that if the fight for security 
ends up meaning that the United States be- 
then the 
And I don’t think either 


of us want that. So we're prepared to cooper- 


comes more closed to its friends 


terrorists have won 


ate and also urge the Congress to apply some 
flexibility in reaching their objectives of secu- 
rity 

President Bush. Thank you. 

Jim Axelrod [CBS News]. 


North Korea/Foreign Policy 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Kim Jong 
Il has been described as quirky as odd. A 
vesterday 
compared him to an unloved child looking 
for attention. And ['m wondering if you agree 


member of your administration 


with that assessment. Does he pose 
President Bush. \Who was that person? 
Laughter| 
Q. Does he pose 


I'll tell you who it was 


come to the booth, sir 
Laughter Does he 
pose any particular unique problems to deal 
with? And do you feel that he’s looking, for 
at what’s been offered to the Ira- 
nians by the world community in terms of 
I'd like a little of that 


instance 


incentives and saying 
for myself?” 

President Bush. \t's hard for me to tell 
you what's on his mind. He lives in a very 
closed society. It’s unlike our societies where 
we have press conferences and people are 
entitled to ask questions and there’s all kinds 
of discussions out of administrations and peo- 
ple saying this, saying that, and the other 
This is a verv closed society 

We do know there’s a lot of concentration 
camps. We do know that people are starving 
As a matter of fact, our Nation has tried to 
help feed the hungry. But what we don't 
know is his intentions, and so I think we've 
got to plan for the worst and hope for the 
best. And planning for the worst means to 
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make sure that we continue to work with 


friends and allies, as well as those who've 
agreed to be a part of the six-party talks, to 
continue to send a unified message. 

We've also got a very strong Proliferation 
Security Initiative, because one of the threats 
that can emanate from a closed society, par 
ticularly that 
weapons, is proliferation. One of the real 


one claims to have nuclear 
dangers we face is weapons of mass destruc 
tion in the hands of people who would like 
hurt the United 


States or hurt Canada, hurt anybody who has 


to continue to hurt us 
the courage to stand up and embrace free 
dom, see? That’s the big threat. 

And so we don’t know, Jim, about his in 
tentions, but we take—we're planning. And 
so one of the things we’ve done—and I thank 
is for there to be a 
very strong initiative to prevent proliferation 
through what we call the Proliferation Secu 
rity Initiative. And it’s an important initiative 
It's a way to say, we're not going to allow 


Canada’s contribution 


you to threaten us; we're not going to allow 
the rocket 


sure what the azimuth was of the rocket 


you to as I sav, I'm not exactly 
We've got our people still analyzing that. But 
for example, we didn't—we don’t know what 
was on the rocket. We don’t know where the 
re ket Was headed It would have been help 


Here’s what 


ful, of course, had he said. 


we're going to do: here’s our intentions 


want to work with vou: we 
want to explain it.” Who knows 
a satellite 


here’s what—we 
mavbe send 
who knows what his intention 
Was 

But that’s not the way he decided to deal 
with it. He just decided to say—to start fir 
ing, and he fired seven of them. And we take 
this seriously. We take 
take threats seriously. That’s one of the les 
sons of September the 11th, is that what 
takes place in other parts of the world can 


and we all should 


come home to hurt the American people 
See, a failed government in Afghanistan en 
abled plotters and planners to train and then 
come and kill 3,000 of our citizens. And so 
it used to be that’s it’s okay if something were 
happening from afar, oceans could protect 
us | presume that S how some in Canada 
used to feel. The lesson of September the 
vulnerable, and there 
fore, we've got to deal with each threat 


llth is, is that we're 
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I've assured the American people and as- 
sured our friends and allies, we want to deal 
with threats diplomatically The best way to 
deal with threats diplomatically is to encour- 
ge others to be a part of the process. And 
that’s what we’re doing. That’s why we've got 
the six-party talks. 

And one of the keys in the six-party talks 
is for all the nations to send clear messages 
to Kim Jong Il. That’s why I was on the 
phone this morning, saying as clearly as | 
could to our fellow partners, four other lead- 
ers, to Say let’s send a common message that 
you won't be rewarded for ignoring the world 
and that you ll be isolated if you continue 
to do this, and yet there’s a Way forward. 

See, I care deeply about the people in 
North Korea. I truly do. It breaks my heart 
to know that young children are literally 
starving to death. And I wish—lI just wish 
at some point in time there was an openness 
in that society where we could help save lives. 
I'm also realistic enough to realize what 
weapons of mass destruction could mean in 
the world in which we live 
working this issue hard. 
We're working the Iranian issue hard. Steve 
ind I talked about a strategy going into the 
I talked to President Putin this 
morning abut making sure that not only do 
we send messages to the North Koreans but 
that our strategy will work with Iran. 


And SO were 


(,—5 session 


And it’s just really important for the Amer- 
ican President to see the world the way it 
is, not the way we would hope it would be, 
and to do so in a 
And it takes a 
while. I mean, these threats didn’t arise over- 


and to deal with threats 


way that will achieve results 


night, and these problems won't be solved 
overnight. But we've got strategies in place 
to deal with them 

And one of the reasons why it’s important 
to have Steve here is so we can talk about 
how we can work together to deal with it. 
And they're not just threats to our security 
that normal people think of. HIV/AIDS on 
the continent of Africa is a threat to our secu- 
rity in the long run. That’s why I'm proud 
to report the United States took the lead on 
setting up the Global Fund, as well as bilat- 
eral programs to help save people's lives. | 
think it’s in our interests. I also happen to 
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believe in the admonition, “To whom much 
is given, much is required.” 

And so, we've got a robust foreign policy 
on a lot of fronts, and I intend to keep it 
that way. And I’m confident that what we’re 
doing is going to make this world a better 
place. And I'm proud to have allies like Steve 
who understand the stakes of the 21st cen- 
tury 


Birthday Present for the President 

Q. Mr. President, Mr. Prime Minister, be- 
fore I ask you a question, I'm just curious 
what you think of that belt buckle the Prime 
Minister gave you as a birthday gift, and are 
you wearing it? 
- President Bush. | 
|Laughter| Oh 
| Laughter 


hadn't 
you 


seen it vet 


Lee, gave it away. 


North Korea/Missile Defense System 

Q. Mr. President, on a serious note, in 
light of the North Korean missile test and 
the fact that North Korea could launch an- 
other series of minute, did 
you ask Canada to reconsider joining in the 
Ballistic Missile Defense Shield? 

And, Prime Minister, do you still think it’s 
wrong and not in Canada’s interest to join 
the BMD? And if ' 
could you do it in French and English 
please? 

President Bush. Anyway, thanks for the 
belt buckle in advance. [Laughter] 

Prime Minister Harper. No problem at 
all. 

President Bush. Looking forward to get 
ting it. 

Prime Minister Harper. Figure it you're 
going to be 60, you should get something. 

President Bush. That's right. Just hope 
the belt fits. [Laughter] 

No, I didn’t bring it up, because I figured 
if he was interested, he would tell me. I did 
explain to him, however, that we will con- 
tinue to build a robust system, because | 
think it’s in 
make sure that we’re never in a position 


missiles at any 


when you're responding 


I know it’s in our interest to 


where somebody can blackmail us. 

So we'll continue to invest and spend. And 
since this issue first came up, we've made 
a lot of progress on how to—towards having 
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an effective system. And it’s in our interest 
that we continue to work along these lines 

But, no, my attitude was—this is a—this 
was a particularly difficult political issue in 
side Canada, and my relationship is such that 
if Stephen thought it was of importance, he 
would have told me what’s on his mind. Now, 
maybe he’s going to bring it up over lunch 


but he didn’t bring it up earlier. 


Prime Minister Harper. Let me just 
begin by saying 

President Bush. 
though. 

Prime Minister Harper. Let me just 
begin by saying that—first of all, the question 
was asked earlier, I think, is North Korea a 
threat. I don’t think the issue is whether 
North Korea is a threat. North Korea clearly 
And I think—I just want 
to repeat what the President has said. Given 
that that’s a society of the kind of nature it 
is, | think this should concern us immensely 
and the fact that it is prepared to arm itself 
and prepared to threaten to use such arma- 
ments—I think it is something that we should 
be gravely concerned about, as was said ear 
lier. 

Missiles that are fired in the direction of 
the United States constitute a threat to Can- 
ada. That’s one of the reasons why our Gov- 


Interesting question 


wants to be a threat 


ernment renewed, on a permanent basis, the 
NORAD treaty. Through NORAD we have 
a special relationship on air defense and we 
share information on these kind of matters 
I think as you know, to answer your specific 
question, the Government of Canada is not 
prepared to open a missile defense issue at 
this time, but I will say that I think it should 
be obvious, when we look at this kind of 
threat, why the United States and others 
would want to have a modern and flexible 
defense system against this kind of threat. 
So I think that’s something, at least, our Gov- 
ernment fully understands. 


[Prime Minister Harper spoke in French, and 
no translation was prot ided. | 


President Bush. Welcome. Thank you for 
your birthday greetings 


President’s Birthday 
Q. Mr. President, happy birthday. 
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President Bush. much. 
Yes. 

Q. It’s also my birthday 

President Bush. 
toor 

Q. Yes, sir. 

President Bush. \t is? Come on up. Let's 
have a birthday picture. Come up, come up 


Thank you very 


Today’s your birthday, 


come up | Laughter| Come on. Get up here 
Anvbody else their birthday today? 
[Laughter] It’s your birthday? Yes, sure. It 
is your birthday? Come on. [Laughter] It’s 
amazing, how everybody's birthday is today. 


have 


[All present sang Happy Birthday to the 
President and others celebrating birthdays. | 

President Bush. Dear 
told me he’s 30 years old. 


Richard—he 
| Laughter] 


just 
Happy 
birthday. Happy birthday 


Note: The 


11:55 a.m. in the I 


President’s news conference began at 
‘ast Room at the White Hous« 
In his remarks, the President referred to Sec 
retary-General Kofi Annan of the United Nations 
Chairman Kim Jong II of North Korea; President 
Hu Jintao of China; President Vladimir Putin of 
Minister Junichiro Koizumi of 
Roh Moo-hyun of South 


Russia: Prime 


Japan; and President 


Korea 


Remarks Following a Meeting With 
United States Ambassador to Iraq 
Zalmay Khalilzad 
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The President. It's been my pleasure to 
and talk to our 
first, Zal, 
I really selene your family sup 


sit here Ambassador from 


Iraq. | want I thank you for your 

service 

porting | you on this very important mission 
| know the State and the 


chive: Security Adviser join me in saying, it 


Secretary of 


that we ve 
got a man of your caliber there. It’s 
job. And Zal has earned the 
the new Iraqi Government, 


gives us great comfort to know 
a hard 
confidence of 
and I was able 
that firsthand in how the Min 
and other members of his administra 


to see Prime 
ister 
tion related to him. 

He brought back a report that is realistic 
On the one hand, he said they've got : 


Government 


L gC 0d 
goal-oriented people who are 
working to achieve certain objectives. And | 
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know that you've been impressed by Prime 
Minister Maliki’s determination to succeed 
and his willingness to lay out a commonsense 
agenda and then hold people to account. 

Zal also said it’s still a dangerous place be- 
cause there are people there that will do any- 
thing to stop the progress of this new Gov- 
ernment. And you have to ask yourself, who’s 
afraid of democracy? I mean, why would peo- 
ple be afraid of a peaceful civil society? And 
the answer is, people who want to not only 
harm Iraqis but want to harm us. 

And I’ve assured Zal that— 
[raqi people that when we give our word, 
ve'll keep our word. And we intend to work 
closely with the ¢ 


to assure the 


sovernment and to help de- 
fend the people until this Government is 
more capable of defending itself, 

And he talked about police 
There’s work to be in training 
And we talked about the tri ining 
Army, 


training. 
more done 
the police. 
of the 
is concerned about foreign influences in = 
country 


and it’s gone quite well. Zal 


y, as am I. 

I do appreciate your briefing on the Prime 
Minister's recent trip in the neighborhood, 
which looked like a very successful trip. We, 
ot course, are in the 
want to derail the 
progress of a free Iraq. And that is troubling 
and something that we'll work on. 


But, Mr. 


country with 


concerned that some 


neighborhood may 


Ambassador, you represent our 


And 


a few 


a lot of class 


You 


and dignity. 


so, thank you. may want to say 
comments. 

Ambassador Khalilzad. 
President. | 
President a happy birthday. Happy birthday, 
Mr. President 
United States in [raq. lt nder your leadership 
we're working very hard to make sure Lraq 


succeeds because Iraq is the defining chal- 


Thank you, Mr. 


came today to also wish the 


And it’s an honor to serve the 


lenge of our time. And what happens in Iraq 
will shape the future of the Middle East 
the future of the Middle 
future of the world. 
So it’s you 
happy birthday, Mr. President. 
The President. 


all 


t, and 
East will shape the 


an honor to see again. And 


Thank you, sir. 


Thank you 


Nore: The President spoke at in the 


Oval Office at the White 


2:12 p.m. 


House. In his remarks 
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he referred to Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of 
lraq 


Remarks Following a Dinner With 
Mayor Richard M. Daley of Chicago 
and Business Leaders in Chicago, 
Illinois 

July 6. 2006 


Laura said 
birthday?” I said, “I want to have dinner in 
Chicago with the mayor.” [Laughter] Thank 
you all for joining us. We’ve had a wonderful 


What do vou want for your 


discussion. Chicago is a fabulous town, 


Mayor 


here 


And you're awfully kind to host us 


‘Well, what’s your birth- 
day wish?” I’ve got a lot of birthday wishes 
I hope our troops are safe. | hope Roger 
Ebert does well. That’s a birthday wish. | 
know a lot of people here in Chicago are 
praying for him. It’s been a heck of a birthday 
party tonight, and I appreciate you all joining 


Somebody said 


me, and looking forward to having my cake 
Thanks for coming 


Nore: The President spoke at 8:21 p.m. in the 
Chicago Firehouse Restaurant. In his remarks, he 
referred to Chicago Sun-Times film critic Roger 
Ebert who had emergency surgery on July 2. A 
tape was not available for verification of the con- 


tent of these remarks 


The President’s News Conference in 
Chicago 
July 7, 2006 


The President. Please be seated. Thank 
you. It’s nice to be here in Chicago. Mr. 
Mayor, I thought you might have had enough 
of me last night. [Laughter| Thanks for the 
birthday party. I really enjoyed our dinner 
and enjoyed our conversation Jesse, thanks 
for being here as well. It’s awfully kind of 
you to come 

I do want to thank the trustees of this 
beautiful museum for opening up your facil- 
ity for a press conference. | hope it doesn’t 
ruin the atmosphere of the museum. I will 
try to make sure it doesn’t. I'm looking for- 


ward to a tour of this museum after the press 
conference. 
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I'm sure you're wondering why [ would 
have a press conference in Chicago. It’s a 
fabulous city, plus I'd like to see what it’s 
like to have a major press conference outside 
of Washington. It might do me some good 
The truth of the matter is, it might do the 
White House press corps some good as well. 
So I welcome the Chicago reporters here 
Thank you for coming 

I had a fine dinner last night at the Chi- 
cago Firehouse and a good breakfast today 
at Lou Mitchell’s. It’s really interesting sites 
here in Chicago, and it’s a lot of fun going 
to them. And I want to thank the gracious 
hospitality of the restauranteurs and the peo- 
ple of Chicago for—by welcoming me. 

| had some conversations with some of the 
business leaders last night and for breakfast, 
and there’s kind of an interesting sense of 
optimism here in this part of the world, and 
the statistics bear that out. In the Chicago 
area, businesses have added over more than 
74,000 new jobs over the past 2 years. And 
that’s positive; it’s a good sign. The unem- 
ployment rate in this area is 4.3 percent 
that’s below the national average. People are 
working. People are able to find jobs. Illinois 
created more jobs than any other State in 
the month of April. So the entrepreneurial 
spirit is strong here. 

One of the things I detected from the busi- 
ness leaders, that there’s a sense of optimism 
And 


when you invest, you create the conditions 


which encourages people to invest. 


for job growth. Major companies have an 
nounced plans to add even more jobs. 

This morning we got some good news 
the Nation added 121,000 new jobs for the 
month of June. That’s over 5.4 million jobs 
since August of 2003; that’s 34 months of job 
increases. In the first quarter, our economy 
grew at 5.6 percent. Productivity is high. Peo- 
ple are better off. Things are working. And 
so the fundamental question we face in 
Washington is, how do we keep economic 
vitality alive? What do we do? What are the 
polic ies necessary to keep this growth strong? 

And one policy is to keep taxes low. If you 
raise taxes, you take money out of the pe ckets 
of small businesses and entrepreneurs, which 
makes it harder to increase employment 
One of the reasons I'm here at this museum 
is because one way to make sure we continue 
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a workforce 
that’s capable of filling the jobs of the 2Ist 
century. 

One of the subjects the mayor and I talked 
about last night was the No Child Left Be- 
hind Act and what the city of Chicago is 
doing to hold people to account and have 


to grow our economy Is to have 


high standards and to offer different choices 
to parents here in Chicago, through charter 
schools, for example. The mayor said some 


thing interesting—he said, “Reading scores 


are up.” That’s a good sign. It means people 
teaching 
basics—the 
foundation for good education laid, then you 
can focus on math and science. 
So the truth of the matter is 
make sure our kids have got the math and 
science skills to fill the jobs of the 21st cen- 
tury. We live in a global economy in an inter- 


are measuring, and teachers are 


And when you have the basic 


ve have to 


connected world, and if we can’t provide the 
employees for the jobs of the 21st century 
So edu- 


a com 


they're going to go somewhere else. 
cation is crucial to make sure we're 
petitive and vibrant nation 

Job training is really important. The Labor 
Department, working with the folks 


here, have set up one-stop centers in ¢ ‘hicago 


local 


to help connect workers with employers 
You've got a good community college system 
here. Community colleges are really impor- 
tant to make sure that workers are given the 
skills to fill the jobs which actually exist. And 
the Lake system 


is a strong program. 


Land Community College 


There’s Federal help 
and there’s State help and there’s local in- 
volvement, all aimed at making sure people 
to fill the 


a growing econ- 


have got the capacity to have the 


jobs. | mean, you have got 
omy like this; there’s concern by employers 
whether or not theyre going to be able to 
find people to do the work. And education 
is the gateway to make sure that we 


a competitive economy. 


remain 
also believe strongly that we've got to 
open up markets to goods produced here in 
Illinois, goods and services. In other words 
one way to make sure this economy of ours 
grows is to reject protectionism and be con- 
fident in our capacity to trade. I'm getting 
ready to go to the G-S, and one of the topics 
there is going to be the Doha round of the 


WTO. which basically—the commitment is 
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that a world that trades freely is a world in 
which people are going to be able to find 
work here have 
better capacity to be able to help lift nations 
out of poverty. 


at home, and it means we 


We talked last night about immigration. | 
found it interesting that the people that were 
there with the mayor and me, employers and 
chamber of commerce-type people, put im- 
of the issues they want to 
I told them this; 
always 


migration as one 
talk about. 
all, I'l alway 
have helped shape 
tion.” We are 
reminded them that the system we got today 
isn't working, 


I said, 
that immigrants 
the character of this Na- 
land of immigrants. 


“First of 
remember 


also 


and it needs to be changed and 
reformed. 

We're can be a 
compassionate nation when it comes to im- 
migration, and the two don’t conflict. So I’ve 
talked about a comprehensive immigration 


a nation of law, and we 


plan. Look, people in this country expect us 
will. And the 


Way you do th it is, you add more manpower 


to secure the border, and we 
and you put new technologie ‘s on the border 
to keep people from sneaking across. 

But in order to enforce this border, we've 
got to 
there are people sneaking across to do work 
Americans aren't doing. 


have a rational way that recognizes 
They're doing jobs 
And my attitude 
When you find a willing worker and 
a willing employer, there ought to be a legal 


Americans are not filling. 


is this: 


to work on 
a temporary basis. It takes pressure off the 
border. When you got people sneaking across 


wav to let somebody come here 


to do work, it puts pressure on the border. 
If somebody can come in on a legal way, it’s 
going to make it easier for our Border Patrol 
agents to do their job. 
Secondly, one of the serious issues we 
issues that the 
of the leaders brought up yesterday was 
the guy said, “We really shouldn't be in a 
position to be document verifiers.” And when 
you make some thing ille ‘gal that pe ople want, 
it’s amazing what happens—kind of a whole 
industry of smugglers and innkeepers and 


document forgers that sprung up. 


have, and one of the some 


And so 
“IT want to work.” 
your document,” 
and they don’t know whether it’s real or not. 


people show up and say, 


The guy says, “Show me 
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And we got a Basic Pilot program to help 
people verify ie ther documents are real. 
But one way to do it is, if you hi ive a tem- 
porary-worker program, say, here’s a ti amper- 
proof card that will enable our employers to 
be able 
legally to do work on a temporary basis and 
enable the ¢ 
count for 


to verify whether someone is here 
sovernment to hold people to ac- 
hiring illegal workers. See, it’s 
against the law to hire somebody who is here 
illegally, and the American people expect us 
to enforce the law, and we will. But the sys- 
tem needs to be reformed 

I told the workers last night that there are 
about 11 or less, 
that are 


FOC xd workers. 


million people here, more 


been here for awhile 
building families, and they're 
And they said, “What are 
about it?” And I said 


tremes on this issue 


who have 


you going to do 
well, there’s two ex- 
One kick 
them out, de ‘port eve ‘rybody. That’s not going 
to work. It may sound like a kind of an inter- 
kind of 
line, but it’s not going to work. It’s imprac- 
tical 

The other option is to say well, you re an 
automatic citizen. That’s called ; 
That won’t work. And the reason that won't 
work if you grant 8 or 9 million people 
who are here illegally automatic citizenship, 
it means another 8 or 9 million coming. 

The best way to deal with this problem, 
in my judgment, is to say, look, you're here 
illegally; there’s 


consequen e 


extreme 1s 


esting sound bite a nice throwaway 


amnesty. 


got to be a consequence The 


a penalty, i fine. : 
could be proof that you're not a c peter 


coul | be 


other words, there’s got to be ways to Say 

make restitution for society for breaking the 
law; but say to the person, you can get in 
but at the back of the 


line, not at the beginning. See, there 


the citizenship line, 


are peo- 


ple in line who want to become a citizen of 


the United States. It doesn’t make sense to 
penalize those who are here legally, playing 
by the rules, to let people who have been 
here ille gally get ahead of them. 

This is a comprehensive plan. Look, the 
House has passed a bill; the Senate has 
passed a bill. working in Wash- 
ington to reconcile the differences. It’s hard 
work. It’s not an easy assignment. But I'm 
confident if we all keep working on it, we 
can get a comprehensive bill done, which will 


And we're 
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country and send the mes- 
sage that we’re a land of different folks from 
different different —back- 
grounds, all united under the great American 
ideal. 


be good for the 


religions and 


[ spend a lot of time worrying about the 
war on terror. I think about it every single 
day. My biggest job, frankly, is to protect the 
And this is a dangerous 
world, and there are people out there lurking 


who are trying to figure out ways to hurt us. 


American people. 


I know some dismiss that as empty rhetoric: 
I'm just telling you, it’s the truth. And there- 
fore, we're doing a lot of stuff in Washington 
We're 
be able to react better 


reforming our intelligence services to 
The FBI is now focus- 
The CIA is 


developing more human intelligence, 


ing on counterterrorist activities. 
which 
will make it easier to be able to do our duty 
We're also on the offense against the ter- 
rorists. We'll keep the pressure on them 
We'll bring them to justice before they hurt 
our people. 
on terror is 


The central front in the war 


Iraq. And I know Iraq is on the minds of 

lot of people here in Chicago. It’s hard 
work. face an 
enemy that will kill innocent people in order 
to achieve an objective 


It's hard work because we 


‘, and their objective 
is to drive us out of lraq so they can have 
which to launch attacks 
against modern Muslim nations, so they can 


safe haven from 


spread their ideology of hate. They want us 
to—they believe capitalist societies and de- 
inherently weak. They do not 
believe that we've got the c: ypacity to do the 
hi urd work necessary to he ‘Ip the Lr: aqis suc 


mocracies are 


cee cl. 

And they're mistaken; they're just wrong 
Success in Iraq is vital for the security of the 
United States, and success in [Iraq is vital for 
long-term And so 
complete the mission. 

And we've got good partners. Zal Khalilzad 
in the other day, who is our Ambas- 
sador to Iraq. And he, like me, has con- 
fidence in Prime Minister Maliki. He’s 


Ww ho 


peace therefore, we'll 


came 


a guy 


can set goals and follow through on 
understands what needs to 
And he rep- 


million people who 
went to the polls. That’s a pretty interesting 


those goals. He 
be done in order to succeed. 
resents the will of 12 
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sign that the Iraqi people want to live in free 
dom. 

There’s been a lot of sacrifice in the war 
on terror. People have lost life. We've lost, 
obviously, a lot of lives here on the homeland. 
and we've lost lives overseas. I think of Cor- 
poral Ryan Cummings, from right here in the 
Chicago area. He was an honor student at 
Hoffman Estates High School. He volun- 
teered for the United States Marine Corps 
He served two tours of duty in Iraq, and then 
he volunteered for a third Ryan understood 
the stakes. He understood that we must win 
And so he said, “I'd like to go back.” And 
he was killed in Anbar Province last month 

Our prayers go out to Ryan’s family. 1 mar 
vel at the strength of his mother, when she 
said, “He wanted to be doing something that 
made a difference: he was doing what he 
wanted to do.” 

I have confidence in the capacity of liberty 
to transform hostile regions to peaceful re 
gions. And I have confidence in our capacity 
to win the war on terror because of people 
like Ryan Cummings are willing to step up 
and serve this Nation 

There’s a lot of issues that ’'m sure we'll 
be talking about today—North Korea and 
Iran, hopefully the Middle East maybe some 
local issues here in Chicago. It’s my honor 
to be here. Thank you for coming. And now 
I'll start answering some questions, starting 
with one of the senior members of the press 
corps are you over 60? 


North Korea/Missile Testing 

Q. [Inaudible| 

The President. You look like you're about 
65. Anyway, go ahead. | Laughter| 

Q. Harsh. Mr. Japan has 


dropped the threat of sanctions from its pro- 


President, 


posed Security Council resolution about 
North Korea. Why was that necessary? And 
how do you punish or penalize a country 
that’s already among the poorest and most 
isolated in the world? 

The President. | think that the purpose 
of the U.N. Security Council resolution is to 
send a clear message to the leader of North 
Korea that the world condemns that which 
he did. Part of our strategy, as you know, 
has been to have others at the table, is to 
say as Clearly as possible to the North Korean, 
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Get rid of your weapons and there’s a bet- 
ter way forward.” In other words, there’s a 


choice for him to make. He can verifiably 


get rid of his weapons programs and stop 
testing rockets, and there’s a way forward for 
him to help his people. 

I believe it’s best to make that choice clear 
to him with more than one voice, and that’s 
why we have the six-party talks. And now that 
he has defied China and Japan and South 
Korea and Russia and the United States 
all of us said, don’t fire that rocket. He not 
only fired one: he fired seven. Now that he 
made that defiance, it’s best for all of us to 
go to the U.N. Security Council and say loud 
and clear, here are some red lines. And that’s 
what we're in the process of doing. 

The problem with diplomacy, it takes a 
while to get something done. If you're acting 
alone, you can move quickly. When you're 
rallying world opinion and trying to come up 
with the right language at the United Nations 
to send a clear signal, it takes a while. 

And so yesterday I was on the phone 
with—I think I mentioned this to the press 
conference yesterday to Hu Jintao and 
Vladimir Putin; the day before to President 
Roh Minister Koizumi. And 


Condi, by the way, was making the same calls 
out there to her counterparts, all aiming at 


and Prime 


saying, “It’s your choice, Kim Jong Il: you've 
got the choice to make.” 

So we'll see what happens at the U.N. Se- 
[ talked to Condi this morn- 


ing first thing, in anticipation of this question, 


curity Council 


and she feels good about the progress that 
can be made there 


North Korea/Six-Party Negotiations 


Q. | Inaudible | 

The President. Well, what matters most 
of all is for Kim Jong Il to see the world 
speak with one voice. That’s the purpose, 
really 

Here’s the problem, it seems like to me, 
that there have been agreements with North 
Korea in the past. There’s the ‘94 agreement. 
| think you were around here then, Sanger 
[David Sanger, New York Times]. And then 
it turns out he didn’t live up to the agree- 
ment. He said—in September of 05, there 





1282 


was a joint declaration that talked about last- 
ing peace, and we all signed on to a docu- 
ment that said we'll denuclearize the Korean 
Peninsula. That’s a noble and important goal 
This was signed by the five of us plus North 
Korea. He had also talked about the rocket 
moratorium. He Koizumi in ‘04, 
Prime Minister that he 
to that. And you just got to wonder 
whether the 


assured 
Koizumi, would ad- 
here 
man’s word means 


to make 


something is for 


anything 
it does mean 
than the 
United States to say the same thing, to speak 


And one way sure 


nations other 
loud and clear. And that’s what vou’re seeing 
evolve 

Steve | Steve Holland 


{euters 


Chairman Kim Jong Il of North Korea 


Q. Thank you, sir. Some experts say North 
Korea may be launching missiles to attract 
more concessions. Are you prepared to offer 
any more concessions be yond that already of- 
fered in the six party format? And have you 
ruled out the possible military option in re- 
sponding to the m? 

The President. As you know, we 
solve all problems diplomatically 


want to 
That’s our 
first choice 


What was the first part ol your question? 


This is what happens when you're 60 

Q. are they trying to exchange—|in- 
audible}. 

The President. Look, 
the man’s intentions are. 


I don’t know what 
| don’t know what 
the ‘y are It's an interesting que stion: Is he 
trying to force us to do something by de ins 
the world? If he 


clear. 


' forward, i 
If he wants to have good relations anh 
the world 


wants a way 


he’s got to verifiably get rid 
his weapons programs like he agreed to do 
in 1994, stop testing missiles, and there is 
a way forward. Part of the discussions in Se P 
Here 


he’s worried about energy, 


tember were, here’s a way forward 


a way for al 
our partners at the table said, weli, here’s 
an energy proposal for you to consider. And 
so the choice is his to mi ike. 

And I made it very clear to our partners 
that it seems like that the message 
ought to be one that said, you shouldn’t be 
rewarded for violating that which you've said 
you're going to do and kind of ignoring what 
the world has said. 


to me, 
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it be the 


issue, 


or the North Korear 
there is a way forward for these leaders 
that will lead to a better life for their people 
and acceptance into the international com- 
munity. And one of the things we've done 
in the United States is to work with the coali- 
It’s a clea 
sage. He knows what his options are. 

Kelly [Kelly O'Donnell, NBC News|]. A 
couple—then we'll start working the local 
thing. Warm up. 


Iranian issue 


tion to send that message. r mes- 


Hamdan v. Rumsfeld 

Q. Hello, Mr. President 

The President. Yes 

Q. I'd like to ask you to speak on the broad 
implications of that recent Supreme Court 
But the 
Justices said that you overreached your au- 


case not the specific s of the case. 
thority and your critics have been saying that 
too. Given your support and respect for the 
Court, are you willing to rethink how 
use your Presidential authority? 

The President. | 
the ruling of the 


you 


am willing to abide by 
Court. And the 
Supreme Court said that in this particular 


case, 


Supreme 


when it comes to dealing with illegal 
combatants who were picked up off a battle- 
field and put in Guantanamo for the sake 
of our security, that we should work with the 
United State 5 C songress to deve lop a Way tor- 

ward. They have 


didn’t say we couldn't 


done—made that decision, see They were 


silent on whether or not Guantanamo 
whether or not we should have used Guanta- 
namo. In other words, they accepted the use 
of Guantanamo, the What 
they did s in terms of going forward, 
what should the court system look like? How 
can we use a military commission or tribunal? 
And we'll work with the United States 
They work with the 
I have been waiting for this deci- 
sion in order to figure out how to go forward. 
I want to move forward. First of all. 
by the decision I made in removing these 
people from the battlefield. See, here’s the 
problem: These are the types of combatants 
ve have never faced before. 


decision I made. 
say was 


Congress. have said, 


Congress. 


I stand 


They don’t wear 
uniforms, and they don’t represent a nation- 
state. They're bound by an ideology. They've 
sworn allegiance to individuals but not to a 


nation. The Geneva Conventions were set up 
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to deal with armies of nation-states. You've 
got standard rules of war. 

So this is new ground. This is different 
than any President has been through before 


in terms of how to deal with these kind of 


people that you're picking up off a battlefield 
and trying to protect the American people 
from. 

So we have about 600 or so there, and 200 
have been sent back home. We’d like to send 
more back to their countries of origin. Some 
need to be tried, and the fundamental ques- 
tion is, how do we try them? And so in work 
ing with the Supreme in listening to the Su 
preme Court, we'll work with Congress to 
achieve that objective 

And so your question is slightly loaded 
which is okay; I'm used to it. But the idea 
of making the decision about creating Guan 
tanamo in the first place was upheld by the 
courts. Or let’s say, the courts were silent 
on it. . 

Let's see—Jessica [Jessica Yellin, ABC 
News]. Go ahead and yell it out. 

Q. Yell it out. Alright, sir. 

The President. Or don't yell it out 


North Korea/Missile Defense System 
Q. It's been three davs since North Korea 


fired those missiles Yesterday you said you 
did not know the trajectory of the long-range 


missile. Can you now tell us, where was it 
headed? And if it were headed—if it had 
been headed at the United States, how would 
our national ballistic missile system have 
taken it down? 

The President. | still can’t give you any 
better answer than yesterday. I can embellish 
vesterday’s answer. It may sound better. No, 
1, really, I haven't talked to the Secretary of 
Defense about that. 

Our missile systems are modest—our anti- 
ballistic missile systems are modest. They're 
test- 
it’s hard for me 
to give you a probability of success. But, nev- 
ertheless, the fact that a nontransparent soci- 
ety would be willing to tee up a rocket and 


new. It’s new research. We've gotten 
ing them. And so I can't 


fire it without identifying where it’s going or 
what was on it, means we need a ballistic 
missile system. 
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So that’s about all I can tell you on that. 
Yes. Obviously, it wasn’t a satisfactory an- 
swer 

Q. [Inaudible| 

The President. Yes, | think we had a rea- 
sonable chance of shooting it down. At least 
that’s what the military commanders told me. 

Rick. Let’s get a little local here, Ricky. 
Do you consider yourself local or national? 
Hybrid? Are you a hybrid? 


CIA Employee Identity Leak 
Investigation 

Q. It seems trendy 

The President. Yes, very trendy. You're 
kind of a trendy guy. Got the gray shirt. 

Q. Thank you very much. Mr. President, 
the work of U.S. Attorney Patrick Fitzgerald 
in prosecuting alleged corruption is well- 
known here in Chicago as well as nationally. 
It's my understanding that technically, he 
hasn't been reappointed to his position and 
serves at your pleasure Do you have any 
plans to formally reappoint him to the post, 
or any other position at Department of Jus- 
ticer 

The President. As a special prosecutor? 

Q. And would you give us your assessment 
of the job that he’s doing? 

The President. | don't have any plans to 
reappoint him because I haven't thought 
about it. I will now think about it, now that 
you brought it up. 

The only—I can give you an assessment 
of how I thought he handled the case in 
Washington. I haven't been following the 
cases here. I thought in Washington, he han- 
dled the case with professionalism; he was 
very professional about it. You didn’t see a 
lot of leaks: you didn’t see a lot of specula- 
tion; you didn’t see a lot of people, kind of, 
dropping a little crumb here for the press 
to chew on. And I really thought he handled 
himself well. 

But as far as reappointing him as a special 
prosecutor, | don’t know whether the Attor- 
ney General is going to do that or not. That's 
his choice to make 

Chris. Or, Paul. Paul. 


Energy/Alternative Fuel Sources 
Q. Mr. President, gas prices are high, as 
you know. Oil is at 75 a barrel. There is a 
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poll that suggests that three in four Ameri- 
cans are not content with your leadership on 
and that the State of the Union 
pitch for alternative fuel technology has fall- 


the issue 


en flat and is not moving. Why not call for 


an emergency energy summit and lift the 
issue to a highe1 priority? 

The President. Well, | thought addressing 
the issue at the State of the Union was pretty 
much lifting it to a high priority. When you 
include it in the State of the Union, it means 
it’s a top priority, and it is 

It took us a while to get in a position where 
we're reliant upon sources of energy trom 
outside our boundaries, and it’s going to take 
us a while to become less dependent. It just 
takes a while; things just don't happen in 
stantly. I told the people if | could lower 
gasoline prices with a snap of the fingers, I'd 
do it. And I’ve been talking about energy 
independence since I first got elected And 
We made 
progress by encouraging the spread of eth 
And I think if you were to look at the 
facts, that ethanol has gone from low market 


we've made some progress. 


anol 


penetration to pretty significant market pen 
etration in selected parts of the country, rel 
atively speaking, particularly in the Midwest 

There IS more work to be done There IS 
a lot of ethanol plants being built as we speak 
and there’s incentives in Government law to 
do that. We've effected CAFE 
when it comes to light trucks, which will help 


standards 


consumers make a rational decision. We put 
incentives for people to buy hybrid vehicles 
in law. If you go out and buy a hybrid vehicle 
you get a tax credit ' 

| happen to believe it’s essential for us to 
promote nuclear power as a way to make us 
less dependent On natural gas from overseas, 
for example Also, this will help us be wise 
stewards of our environment. We’re spend 
ing a lot of money on technologies—battery 
technologies, for example that would en 
able Chicago residents to drive the first 40 
miles on electricity before one would have 
to use gasoline. 

And so we do have a full-blown strategy 
to make this country less dependent on for- 
eign sources of oil, to help relieve pressure 
at the gas pump. When the demand for crude 
oil in China rises, it affects the global price 
of crude oil, which affects your price of gaso- 
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line. And therefore, the strategy has got to 
be to diversify away from crude oil. 

One of the issues that we're trying to get 
done here is that if you—if people are genu 
inely concerned about the price of gasoline 
they ought to be supporting my initiative to 
encourage the construction of additional re 
finery capacity. Certainly, it’s not the long 
term solution, but it’s an important solution 
for the short run. If you have constrained 
gasoline supplies and demand remains high 
you're going to have higher prices of gasoline 
We haven't built a new refinery in this coun 
1970s. And so the truth 
of the matter is, | would hope people would 


trv since the early 


contact their Members of Congress to insist 
that they support a the bill that we ran up 
to the Hill, which would have made it much 
easier to permit and construct refineries 

So we have a comprehensive plan This is 
a serious issue. I understand people are pay 
a tax 
And we got a 


ing high gasoline prices here—it’s like 
| understand it’s like a tax 
strategy to deal with it 

Anna. We're going to work our way down 
Daily Herald 


of Pearson's competitors? It is? 


the row here. The is that one 
Free Trade 
Q. Well, we 


. . ¢ 1 
question IS focusing too, aiso, on technology 


compe te with evervone. My 


There’s been a lot of mergers with companies 
in the technology industry, and one of the 
more recent ones was Lucent Technologies 
with 


Alcatel, which is How 


do you feel about a lot of the foreign-owned 


French-owned 


companies buying out U.S. tech companies 
especially those that have military contracts? 

The President. \We have laws that prevent 
sensitive technologies from being transferred 
as a result of sale and/or merger. And we 
watch that very carefully 

On the broader scale, I have no problem 
with foreign capital buying U.S. companies 
nor do I have a problem with U.S. companies 
buying foreign companies. That's what free 
trade is all about. As a matter of fact, there 
are workers working here in Illinois because 
of foreign investment. A foreign company 
takes a look at Illinois: they like the tax struc- 
ture; they like the governance; they like the 
workforce; and they invest. And when they 
invest, they create jobs. 
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\ lot of the jobs in America exist as a result 
of foreign companies investing here in our 
country. So I believe in opening markets. | 
do believe in protecting secrets, but we've 
got laws on the books to prevent secrets from 
being transferred or vital technology from 
being transferred. But I believe in free flows 
of capital, and I believe in free trade. And 
United States. There 
‘Well, we can’t compete 
with China; let’s throw up roadblocks; let’s 
protect ourselves,” or, “We 


that’s not a given in the 
re people who Say, 


don’t want for 
eigners coming to invest in our country.” | 
think that would be a mistake. I think that’s 
the early signs of protectionist sentiments, 


which would mean our wouldn't 


economy 
grow ; 

In my State 
State of the 


ergy problem 


of the Union—the 
Union that I addressed the en- 

I talked about trends that are 
One 


and 


very Sane 


worrisome. trend would be 


protec- 
would be 
An isolationist world basically Savs 


tionism, its corollary isola 
tionism. 
“Don't WOIT) about what happens overseas 
ve'll just worry about what happens here at 
about HIV/AIDS on the 
continent of Africa, not our problem. Don’t 
Darfur; it’s not our problem 
about the fact that there’s tyr 


Middle East: 


home. Don’t worry 


worry about 
Don't worry 
annies in the 
problem.” 
The truth of the 
issues are our problem, 


that’s not our 


all of these 
and if we 


matter is 
became 
isolationist, we would not do our duty to pro- 
tect the American people and, kind of. lay 
the foundations for a better world. 

People say, well, you know, China is too 
tough to bene with; let’s just throw up 
tariffs. I completely disagree. I think com- 
petition is good and he althy. | Bes it’s im- 
portant to have a compe titive world. It means 
that people are constantly producing a better 
product and a better service at a better price 
which is good for consumers. 

Yes, sir. 


2006 Elections 
Q. An aide » Judy Topinka was quoted 
as saving that given your low approvi al r: itings 
in the polls, they prefer you to come here 
in the middle of the night. 
The President. Didn't work. 
at lunch. [Laughter] 


I'm coming 
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Q. I'm wondering if you're offended by 
those remarks, and whether or not you think 
your presence may actually harm Re pub lican 
candidates when you come out to campaign 
for them 

The President. 1m not offended. First of 
all, I think—am I offended that you read the 
person's remarks to me? No, Tm not of- 
fended that you were reading that at all, nor 
am I offended at what the person said. The 
first I've heard it was just then. And I’m com- 
ing to lunch. I think it’s going to be a pretty 
successful fundraiser. And we will hold 
the House and the Senate. And I've spent 
a lot of time on the road. I like campaigning, 
And yes. 

Q. |Inaudible|—approval ratings, do you 
think that—|inaudible | 

The President. That's up 
didates to decide. | 


and I'm proud she invited me. 


to the can- 
was invited: I gladly 
came. And I think we're going to have a pret- 
ty successful fundraiser for her. 

Here’s how ) You win 
y believing something. You win 
elections by having a plan to protect the 
American people from terrorist attack. You 
win elections by having a philosophy that has 
actually produced — 


you win elections. 
elections by 


with economic 


- kind 
the school systems for ~ better or providing 
prescription drug coverage for elders. That's 
And I’m looking for- 
I think you'll be sur- 

prised. Or maybe you won't be surprised. 
You're probs bly a sophistic: ited political ana- 
lyst you know what’s going on. 


growth, for example—o f changing 


~ 


how vou win elections. 


ward to these elections. 


Iraq/North Korea 


Q. Mr. President, a lot of people here in 
Chicago tell us that they see an incongruity 
in your foreign policy. We're involved in a 
shooting war in Ir: aq; yet we have a leader 
in North Korea who has announced his affec- 
tion for nuclear weapons and no hesitation 
to use them against the United States. Is your 
policy consistent between the way you have 
dealt with Lrag, the way you have dealt with 
North Korea? And if so, are we headed to- 
ward a military action in North Korea? And 
if so, can this Nation sustain military action 
on three fronts Afghanistan, 


North Korea? 


Iraq, and 
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The President. | have always said that it’s 
important for an American President to ex- 
haust all diplomatic avenues before the use 
of force. Committing our troops into harm’s 
way is a difficult decision. It’s the toughest 
And I 


fully understand the consequences of doing 


decision a President will ever make. 


SO 

All diplomatic options were exhausted, as 
far as I was concerned, with Saddam Hus- 
that the U.N. ’ 
Council resolution that we passed when I was 
I think—16, 17? 
Give me a hand here. More than 15. | Laugh- 


ter| Resolution after resolution after resolu 


sein. Remember Security 


the President was | of 16 


tion saying the same thing, and he ignored 
them. And we tried diplomacy. We went to 
the U.N. Security 


vote that said, “Disarm, disclose, or face seri 


Council—15-to-nothing 
OUS CONSEGUeTICEeS 

| happen to believe that when you say 
something, you better mean it. And so when 
we signed on to that resolution that said, dis 
close, disarm, or face serious consequences 
I meant what we said. That’s one way you 
keep the peace You speak clearly and you 
mean what you say 

And so the choice was Saddam Hussein’s 
choice. He could have not fooled the inspec 
tors. He could have welcomed the world in 
He could have told us what was going on 
But he didn’t, and so we moved. 

And we're in the diplomatic process now 
with North Korea; that’s what you're seeing 
happening. Remember—remember, we put 
a coalition together at the United Nations 
that said, “Disclose, disarm, or face serious 
consequences.” It was 
wasnt a U.S 
other nations stood up and said the same 


15 to nothing. It 
| to 14. It was 15 to nothing 


thing we said 

So we're now working the diplomacy, and 
you re watching the diplomacy work, not only 
in North Korea but in Iran. It’s kind of pain- 
ful, in a way, for some to watch because it 


takes a while to get people on the same page 


Everybody—not everybody thinks the exact 
same way we think. There are different 

words mean different things to different peo- 
ple, and the diplomatic processes can be slow 
and cumbersome. That’s why this is probably 


the fourth day in a row I've been asked about 
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North Korea—it’s slow and cumbersome 
Things just don’t happen overnight. 

But what you're watching is a diplomatic 
response to a person who, since 1994, has 
said they’'re—not going to have a weapon. 

Q. Do you believe the United States 
audible |— 

The President. | don't accept that hypo- 


thetical question. You're asking me a hypo- 


|in- 


t 


thetical. What I believe is, we can solve the 
problem diplomatically 
Bret | Bret Baier, FOX 


Let’s see here 


News|. 


Upcoming G-S Summit/Iran 
Q. Mr. President, if the EU does not re- 


ceive a definitive answer from Iran on the 
incentives package by next week, do you fore- 
see the G—-S summit as being a springboard 
to bring that issue to the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil? And what do you say to Americans who 
are frustrated by the familiar roadblocks, it 
seems, of China and Russia on harsh sanc- 
tions? 

The President. | said 1 wasn’t going to 
answer a hypothetical; now you're trying to 
get me to answer a hypothetical. The G 
will be an opportunity for those of us in- 
volved with this issue to make it clear to the 
Iranians that they we're firm in our resolve 
for them not to have a nuclear weapon. 

I talked to President Putin about North 
Korea: I also talked to him about Iran. I be 
lieve he understands the dangers of the Ira- 
nians having a nuclear weapon. 
more comfortable with 
sanctions than other nations, and part of the 


Some nations are 


issue we face in some of these countries is 
that they've got economic interests. And part 
of our objective is to make sure that national 
security interests, security of the world inter- 
ests trump economic interests. And some- 
times that takes a while to get people focused 
in the right direction 

You know, the first step of a diplomatic 
solution is for there to be a common goal 
agreed upon by those of us participating in 
the process. The goal in North Korea is a 
nuclear weapons-free peninsula—not just in 
North Korea but North and South Korea. 
And that’s an important goal. It’s important 
for the neighborhood to have embraced that 
goal. 
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The goal for Iran is for them to have a 
verifiably get rid of their weapons program 
The first their 
verifiable suspension. And by the way, if they 
will verifiably do which they said they would 
back to the table. 
That’s what we've said we will do. 

And whether or not they 
ture is, 


step, however, is to—for 
| 


do in Paris, we will come 


what their pos- 
we're as a result of the 
Solana of the EU and 
Mr. Larijani. | do appreciate Javier Solana’s 
work on this issue. 
in Austria, 
good job. 

Yes. I'm trying to kind of tamp the follow- 
ups down a little bit here 

Q. [Inaudible | 

The President. 
gency? | 


finding out 
conversations of Mr. 


I saw him when I was 


and I thanked him for doing a 


Do I have 
I'm realistic 
things move in the world. Sanger will tell you: 
he’s been covering North Korea since the 
‘90s—these problems don’t arise in a 
nanosecond. It takes a while for a problem 
and then it takes a while 
y. That’s just the 
nature of diplomacy. I wish we could solve 
them But I'm a 
thing I’m not going to let us do is get caught 
in the trap of sitting at the table alone with 
the North Korean, for example. 
ment 


a sense of ur- 


have a about how 


mid 


to fester and grow 
to solve them diplomatically. 


overnight. realistic—one 


In my judg 
if you want to solve a proble m dip 
lomatically, you need partners to do so. 

And a good partner to have at the table 
in the 


in the 


with us is China. They're neighbor- 


hood, got some influence neighbor 
hood. at the 
table a lot at 
stake of what happens in North Korea, so 
its important to have them at the table as 
well. My I've said this publicly 


lot—my concern about being 


Another good partner to have 


is South Korea. They've got 


concern 
handling this 
issue bilaterally is that you run out of options 
very quickly. And sometimes it’s easier for 
the leader of the 
turn the tables and make 
United States the 
themselves. 

The problem in North Korea and the 
problem in Iran is, their leaders have made 
choices. And what we're 
a better 
route 


nontransparent society to 
a country like the 


problem, as opp* sed 


There's 
a different 


saying is, 


avenue for you. Here’s 


- here’s a different way forward for your 


people.” 
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and I truly mean this 

I am deeply concerned about the plight of 
the folks who live in North Korea. I’m con- 
cerned about starvation and deprivation. I'm 
concerned that little » being de- 
nied enough food so they can develop a men- 
tal capacity to be citizens of this world. I'm 
concerne d about concentration c: amps. There 
is a better way for the pe ople of North Korea, 
and their leader can make 


I said yesterd: Ly 


children are 


better choices if 
he truly cares about their plight. And we have 
made clear what that choice is. 


Suzanne |Suzanne Malveaux, CNN]. 


North Korea 
Q. Mr. President, if I could follow up, you 


say diplomacy takes time 
The President. Yes, it does. 
Q. but it was 4 years ago that you 
labeled North Korea a member of the 


ol evil 


“axis 
’ And since then, it’s increased its nu- 
clear arsenal; it’s abandoned six-party talks; 
and now these missile launches 

The President. Let me ask you a question. 
It’s increased it’s—that’s an interesting state- 
ment: “North Korea has increased its nuclear 
arsenal.” Can you verify that? 

Q. Well, intelligence sources say—if you 
can—if you'd like to dispute that, that’s fine. 

The President. No 


pute 
i 


I'm not going to dis- 
I'm just curious 

Q. Our intelligence sources Say that it’s 
increased the 
bility 

The President. Let me 
The guy is dangerous 


number—its nuclear capa- 
put it 


dangerous. 


this way: 
He’s got 
potential danger. 

Q. It’s increased its nuclear capabilities. 
It's abandoned _ six-party talks, and _ it’s 
launched these missiles 

The President. Yes. 

Q. Why shouldn't Americans see the U.S. 
policy re ‘garding North Korea as a failed one? 

The President. it takes time to 
get things done. 

Q. What objectives has the U.S. Govern- 
ment achieved North 
Korea? And administration 
continue to go back to the same platform 


Because 


when it comes to 


why does the 
process if it’s not effective in changing North 
Korea’s behavior? Thank you. 

The President. Suzanne, 
didn't 


these problems 


arise overnight, and they don't get 
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solved overnight. It takes a while. Again, | 
think if you look at the history of the North 
Korean weapons program, it started probably 
in the “SOs. We know 


know more than I do about incre asing the 


don’t —maybe you 
number of nuclear we apons. My view is, we 
ought to treat North Korea as a danger, take 
them No question that he has 
signed agreements and didn’t stick by them 
But that was done 


seriously 


when we had bi- 
lateral negotiations with him 
during the six-party talks. 


during 


and it’s done 


We ve cre- 


succe ssful. 


asked what we’ve done 
a framework that will be 


You've 
ated 
don’t—my judgment is, you can’t be success- 
ful if the United States is sitting at the table 
alone with North Korea. You run out of op- 
tions very quickly if that’s the case. 
to be successful diplomatic: ally 


In order 
it’s best to 
have other partners ¢ it the table. You ask what 
we've done. We got the six-party talks start- 
ed. And that’s a positive development. It’s 
a way to solve this problem diplomatically 


Bill. 


Usama bin Laden 
Q. Mr. President 
The President. | just thought for a minute 


might than I do 


when you say, definitively say 


you have known more 


about he’s 
increased the number of weapons. | don't 
think we know that 

Q. Maybe you know, but you're not telling 

The President. That's an option. 
ter| 

Q. Mr. President, you said some time ago 
that 

The President. Maybe | don’t know and 
don’t want to tell you I don’t know 
\laughter| 

Q. You said some time ago that you want- 
ed Usama bin Laden dead or alive. You later 
regretted the formulation, but maybe not the 
thought. . 

The President. 
tion because 


| Laugh- 


Anyvwa\ 


I regretted the formula- 


my wife got on me for talking 
that Way 

Q. We suspected as much, sir. | Laughter] 
But the question | have is, it appears that 
the CIA has disbanded the unit that was 
hunting him down. Is it no longer important 


to track him down? 
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The President. It’s just an incorrect stor 
I mean,we got a lot of assets looking for 
Usama bin Laden. So whatever you want to 
read in that story, it’s just not true 

Q. You're still after him? 

The President. Absolutely. No 
or buts. And in my judgment, 


period 


ands, ifs 
it's just a mat- 
ter of time, unless we stop looking. And we're 
not going to stop looking so long as I'm the 
President—not only for Usama bin Laden 
but anybody else who plots and plans attacks 
against the United States of America. We're 
going to stay on the as I'm 


offense so long 


your President. And my judgment is, if we 
let up the pressure on them, the world is 
In the 
bring these people to justice. We will use 
good intelligence. We will share information 
with our allies. We will work with friends. 
We'll bring people to justice. In the long run 
the w: ay you defeat this enemy is to spre ad 
libe rty, 


Yes. sir. 


more dangerous. short run, we will 


and that’s what vou’re see ing unfold 
You are? 


Mayor Daley of Chicago 
Q. ( ‘arlos. 
The President. Who are you working for 
Carlos? 
Q. CLTV, the Tribune TV station in town. 
The President. CLT\ 
Q. | work with Pearson, so 
The President. You do? 
Q. Well, thank you, Mr. 


summer, 


President. Last 
here to sign the 
transportation bill in Denny Hastert’s dis- 
trict, you described Mayor Daley as “ 
’ If you've read the morning papers 
you'll find that Patrick Fitzgerald has secured 
the conviction of one of the mayor's top 
former top officials for rigging city jobs to 
benefit the mayor's political workers. Does 
that change Mayor 
Daley's tenure? 
The President. 
mayor. 


when vou were 


a great 
mayor. 


your assessment of 


still think he’s 


This is a well-run city 


a great 
_ and he 
a lot of credit for it. He doesn’t get sole cred- 
it, but he gets a lot of credit. 
The thing I like about Daley 
he tells you something, he 


gets 


He’s a leader 
when 


Like, 


is he 
means it. 


he told me, he said, we’re going to whomp 


2000 
He's a 


election. He meant. it. 
ves, I'm proud to call 


you in the 
| Laughter] 
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him friend. I'm proud to have shared my 60th 
birthday with your mayor. 


Yes sir. Yes, Mark . 


Progress in Iraq/U.S. Armed Forces 


Q. Yes, sir. Thank you. Mr. President, 
three Illinois National Guard units left this 
week for Iraq. At a time when there’s discus- 
sion about withdraw or drawdown of troops 
what are the Illinois Na- 
tional Guardsmen to expect? 

The President. They expect that their 
loved one will be partic ipating in a noble and 
important cause. If I didn’t think it was im- 
portant, I wouldn't have put out the orders 
to have people go there. And if I didn’t think 
I wouldn't be there. That's 
what they can expect. They can expect tough 
work, tough sledding, and they can expect 
a grateful Commander in Chief and a grate- 


families of these 


we could win, 


ful nation for their sacrifices. 

those decisions 
y General Ci 
in Washington as to whether or not 
we set an artificial timetable for withdrawal. 
That’s what it’s about in Washington, DC 
And the answer is You can't 
win artificial timetable 
for withdrawal. You can’t Ht people making 


In terms of troop levels, 
will be 
debate 


made by sey. There's a 


crag ly not. 
a war if you have a 


troop decisions based upon political consid- 
It just won't work. It’s 
those families that we’re sending 


erations. unfair to 
of the kids 
we're sending over, and it’s unfair to the 
troops. 

Artificial timetable for 
the wrong message to the In aqis; they’ re see- 


ing it’s not worth it. 


withdrawal sends 


There’s a lot of Ir: aqis 
determined trying to make up 
their mind whether they want to be 


over there 
a part 
of democracy or whether or not they're going 


to take to the hills and see what happe ns 


kind of 


this finishes, 


Artificial timetable for withdrawal, 
early withdrawal before 
to the enemy, we were right 
That’s what they sav. Al 
Qaida has said it’s just a matter of time before 
They're weak; they're 
corrupt; they can’t stand it: and they'll with- 
draw. And all that would do is confirm what 
the enemy thinks. 

And getting out before we finish the job 
would send a terrible message to the troops 
who've We'll win. We'll 


sends 
the message 
about America. 


America withdraws. 


sacrificed. achieve 
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a free 
defend itself, 
and will be an ally in the war on terror. 


our objective, which is country that 


can govern itself, and sustain 
itself 
And we’re making progress toward that goal. 
The prob lem is that the ene my gets to de- 
See, they'll 
kill innocent people like that; they don’t care. 
Life is not precious to them. And they're will- 
ing to kill women 


fine success better than we do. 


and children in order to 
And it gets on 
our TV screens. And people mourn the loss 
of life. 


cares about people 


achieve a tactical objective 
This is a compassionate nation that 
and when they see peo- 
ple die on their TV screens, it se ‘nds a signal: 
Well, maybe we're not winning. 
We occasionally are able to pop in with 
at success, like Zarqawi or 12 million peo- 
ple puidiia: But increasing e lectricity in Bagh- 
kind of thing that tends to 
get on the news, or small-business formation 
kind ot 
schools or new hospitals, the infrastructure 
being rebuilt that had been torn apart. And 
I'm not being critical. I'm just giving you a 


dad is not the 


is not the thing to get—or new 


fact of something I have to deal with in order 
to make it clear to the American people that 
the sacrifice of those families is worth it. We 
are winning. And a free Iraq is an essential 
part of changing the conditions which causes 
the terrorists to be able to recruit killers in 
the first place. 

For a long period of time, our foreign pol- 
icy was just, kind of, excuse tyranny and hope 
for the best. It didn’t work. 
have seemed placid, it may have seemed 
calm, but beneath the resent- 
ment and hatred, out of which came an attack 
that killed 3,000 of our citizens. 

And so I am committed to the spread of 
liberty. It’s, after all 
And there’s a debate 

tates that Says, 
for the 
a free world. Maybe that’s just too unilateral. 
| view that as cultural elitism for people who 
say that. It’s like saving, we're okay to be free, 
but you're not. 


The world may 


surface was 


founded. 
in the United 
it’s too much 


how we were 
here 
well maybe 


United States to insist others live in 


and I be- 
lieve etched in the soul of every person on 
the face of the Earth is the desire to be free. 
And I know that freedom has got the capacity 
to change regions of the world for the better. 


| believe freedom is universal, 
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Our press corps is bored with this story 
but I’m going to tell it anyway—the Koizumi 
|Laughter| That’s what you get when 
you get familiar with people 
ticipate your remarks. 


story. 


they can an- 


| hope you thought it was interesting that 
Minister Koizumi 
Graceland. It was really a 


Prime and I went to 


lot of fun, wasn’t 
it? It’s an interesting part of the development 
of our relationship, from one in which Japan 
was the enemy of the United States and 
today, the son of a person who fought the 
Japanese and the son of a person who re- 
sented the United States are close friends. 
We talk about keeping the peace We talk 
about working together to change the world 
for the better: What do we do? How do we 
feed people who are hungry? How do we 
build roads in Afghanistan? What do we do? 


And so what hi appene d? What hi appene “d 
was, is that Japan adopted a Japanese-style 
after World War IL. 


ditions of our relationship 


democracy and the con- 
the condition of 
attitude 


and our relationship changed. 


The Far East was a pretty difficult pli ce 
I — we spe ‘nd a lot of time talking shesied 
the Far East today because of North Korea, 
but yo really look at the development in 
the Far East, it’s pretty rem irkable, isn’t it? 


the country changed: the changed 


ade Ava a has emerged into a vibrant capi- 
talist society. Japan has still got a little hang- 
over from their previous activities in the re- 


gion, but nevertheless, is a thriving partner 
in peace. Taiwan is making progress. China 
has got opening markets. Their economy is 
Their 
They 


needs to evolve 


growing. entrepreneurial class _ is 


strong. need to—the political system 
But nevertheless, the region 
is relatively peaceful except for one outpost: 
one system that’s not open and transparent 
one system that doesn’t respond to the will 
of the people one 


that’s North Korea. 


system that’s dark, and 


It took a while for that peaceful evolution 
to occur. And that’s what’s going to happen 
in the Middle East. It is. And it’s hard work. 
And I want those parents to know that. These 
ire historic times. We will lose if we 
too early. The stakes of success are vital, but 


leave 


a free Iraq is going to help inspire others 
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to demand what I believe is a universal right 
of men and women 


the decisions as 
And that’s 
important for the families to know. It’s really 
important. Gener: il Casey is a wise and smart 
man who has spent a lot of time in B: ighdad 
recently And it’s his judgment 
that | He'll decide how best to 
achie ‘ve vic tory at the troop levels necessary 


General Casey will make 
to how many troops we have there. 


obv iously 


re ly upon. 


to do so 


I spent a lot of time talking to him about 
and I told him this; 
General. I want your judgme nt, your 


troop levels, I said: You 
decide, ¢ 
advice. I don’t want these decisions be ing 
made by the political noise, by the political 
moment. It’s just unfair to our troops, and 
it’s unfair to their families. It’s the 
judgment of our military commanders that 


the President 


reasone “dl 


must count on in order to 
achieve a victory that is necessary to help 


make And that’s 


exactly how I’m going to make my decision 


this country more secure. 


So if the people are listening, they need 

know I’m proud of their families. The 
cause is noble and necessary. And the size 
of the troops that will be there will depend 
upon the sound judgment of our military 


ct ymmanders. 


Thank you tor this press conference. I’ve 
enjoyed it. Appreciate i it 


Nore: The President's news conference 
10 a.m. in the Museum of Science and Industry 
In his remarks, he referred to Mayor Richard M 
Daley of Chicago, IL; Rep. Jesse L. Jackson, Jr 

Minister Nuri al-Maliki and 
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq: Presi 
dent Hu Jintao of China; President Vladimir Putin 
of Russia Roh Moo-hyun of South 
Korea; Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of 
Japan; Patrick J. Fitzgerald, U.S. Attorney for the 
Northern District of Illinois and Department of 
Justice CIA leak investigation Special Prosecutor 
Judy Baar Topinka, candidate for Governor of Illi 
nois; Secretary General Javier Solana of the Coun 
cil of the European Union; Ali Larijani, Secretary 
of the Supreme National Secretary Council and 
President Mahmud Ahmadi-nej: id of Iran; and 
Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA 

general, Multi-National Force Iraq. 


began at 


of Illinois; Prime 


President 


commanding 
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Remarks at a Lunch for 
Gubernatorial Candidate Judy Baar 
Topinka in Chicago 

July 7, 2006 


Thank you all. Go ahead: please be seated. 
Thanks for coming. I am honored to be here. 
| proudly stand with Judy Baar Topinka as 
the next Governor of the State of 

Laura Like 


I say, 


Illinois. 
sends her best. 
‘Sorry Laura didn’t come.” 
that.” [Laughter] ''m really 
lucky that Laura said yes when I asked her 
And I think the pent is lucky 
to have her as the First Lady. And she sends 
her very best to Judy. She, like me, hopes 
that Judy will win. And she, like me, knows 
that when Judy does win, she’s going to be 


Judy says, 
“Yes, most 
candidates Say 


to marry me. 


a fabulous Governor for the people of [lli- 


nois. 
I'm glad to be here with the Speaker. Mr 
. Thanks for 
‘What is it like deal- 
“Solid as a rock 
He’s predictable. You can count 
on him. He’s doing a fine job as the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives | love work 
ing with you. We’re getting a lot done. And 
I want to thank you for being here 
Jim Edgar, what a good man 


spe aker, I'm — you're here 
coming. Somebody said, ‘ 
ing with Hastert?” 

Laughter| 


I said, 


Thanks for 
coming, Governor. I appreciate you being 
here. We’re members of the 
club. [Laughter| And we got 
and Brenda well during his time 


ex-Governors 
know Jim 
as Governor 
All you got 
to do is aspire to be as good as Jim Edgar 


of Illinois, and he was a dandy. 
and you'll do a great job, 


He is—he 


Governors here 


Governor Topinka. 
didn’t he, for 
And I'm proud 
and thanks for helping Judy 


set the standard, 
in Illinois. 
you re here, 
Baar. 

I want to thank all the 


here. 


candidates who are 
There’s a lot here, so ['m not going 
to try to rip them all off, but 1 do want to 
thank you for running statewide 
candidate, 
didate, treasurer candidate, comptroller can- 
didate. Maybe 


if | can get some 


Lieutenant 
Governor attorney general can- 
ought to say it just to see 
ink for you: Joe Birkett 
running for Lieutenant Governor. [Applause 
Yes, let’s do it that way Christine Radogno 
running for State treasurer thanks 
for coming. Senator Dan Rutherford running 


Senator, 
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for secretary of state 
Bill Brady, he’s not 


statewide, 


Senator 
anything 
thank you. 
all the senators. 
When senators and members start to swarm 
around, it 

Laughter| 
Governor 


there he is. 
running for 
but he’s here. Senator, 


It’s a good sign to see 


smelling victory. 
They want to be close to the next 
Judy Baar, it’s a good sign when 


means they're 


you ve got people like Tom Cross, the Illinois 
house minority le ader. He’s from your dis 
trict, right, Speaker? Yes. Stu U mholtz is run- 
ning for attorney general. 
Stu. Yes. 

I want 


Thanks for coming, 


to thank Andy McKenna and all 
the grassroots activists who are here. This has 
And 
1 thank you for your hard work in supporting 
Judy Baar. It’s hard to do a big fundraiser 
like this, and it takes a lot of good organizers 
and people willing to go out and pick up the 
phone and call and ask. And you've done a 
fantastic job. It’s a good sign. People don’t 
And 
you're here to back Judy Baar because, one, 
you like her: ' and, three, 
you know she can win and become the ¢ 
ernor of the State. 

So I thank you all for contributing mightily 


been an incredibly successful fundraiser. 


want to back some body who can’t win. 


two, vou trust her: 


sOV- 


of you 
yee are involved in grassroots politics to kind 
ot warm up 


» her campaign, and | urge those 
and get re 
November. She’s going to need 
people putting up the signs and stuffing the 
letters and making the phone calls and urging 
the good people of this State 


‘ady to turn out the 


vote come 


Republican, 
to show up to 
the polls and do their duty and to vote for 
Judy Baar. She’s going to do a fine job as 
you re 


Democrat, and independent 


fine, honest 
person who knows what she’s doing. She’s 
got a track record. She can get the job done. 

Having been a Governor, I know what it 
You got to have 
somebody who Can set an agenda; somebody 
that doesn’t try to be all things to all pe ople; 
somebody that says, “Here’s what I'm run- 
is what I intend to do,” 
That’s what the 
They don’t want a 
bunch of fancy footwork and e ~—. — 
They want a practical person to . let’s 
make this State, for example, the ys st State 
in the country to be an entre preneur. Let's 


Governor. She’s a good, 


means to be a Governor. 


ning for, and here 
and then is going to do it. 


people of Illinois want. 
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make sure this is a progrowth economic pol- 
icy in the State of Illinois. 

‘We share a philosophy: The role of govern- 
ment is not to create wealth; the role of gov- 
ernment is to create an environment in which 
And 
Judy Baar wants to make sure Illinois is en- 
trepreneurial heaven for people here 


the entrepreneurial spirit flourishes 


And so, how do you do that? How do you 
do it? Well, the first thing you do is make 
sure you keep the people's taxes low. And 
it works. It works. We have been—in Wash- 
ington, the Speaker and I and others, work 
ing together, have proven that low taxes can 
increase economic vitality. We believe that 
when a person has more money in his or her 
own pocket to save spend, and invest the 
Way she or he feels fit, the economy grows 

Remember what's happened in the last 5 
a stock 
market correction corporate scandals, an at 


years. We have faced a recession 
tack on the United States of America, two 
major military operations to defend our- 
selves, national disasters, high energy prices 
y—tirst quartet ‘of 2006 
grew at 5.6 percent. Today we found out we 
added another 121,000 new jobs. The na- 


And yet this economy 


tional unemployment rate is 4.6 percent. The 
unemployment rate in Chicago is 4.3 per- 
cent. Productivity is high. More people own 
a home than ever before Small businesses 
are being created. This economy is strong, 
and the reason it’s strong is because we cut 
the taxes on the American people. 

And the fundamental question is, can we 
keep them low to make sure the economy 
grows? the 


and 


Here's debate in 
I'm proud that Dave 
McSweeney is here, because he gets it. He’s 
running for the United States Congress. He 
understands what I'm about to say 
the trap: In Washington they say, 


interesting 
Washington 


Here's 
‘Oh, all 
we got to do is raise taxes to balance the 
budget.” That's not the way Washington 
DC, works. Yes, they'll raise your taxes, but 
they will figure out new ways to spend your 
money. The best way to balance the budg- 
et—and Judy Baar understands this—is to 
keep progrowth economic policies in place 
through low taxes and be wise about how we 
spend the people's money. 

Our progr« wth policies are working. Pretty 
soon we're going to announce the new deficit 
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projections. | told the people that if we're 
wise about spending the money and keep 
progrowth policies in place, we'll be able to 
cut the deficit in half by 2009. What's really 
interesting is that when you cut the taxes and 
your economy grows guess what happens. 
You yield more tax revenues. It’s working. 
And, Speaker, I think we're going to have 
a pretty good projection here in a couple of 
weeks that will remind the American people 
that it’s good policy to let you keep more 
of your own money, that we got to set prior- 
ities with your money in Washington, DC 
and we can grow our way out of our deficits. 

You know, the country has got some tough 


decisions to make. And that is, do we fear 
the future and try to wall ourselves off from 
the world, or do we welcome the competition 
the world provides and shape the future? 
And Judy Baar Topinka understands that we 
shouldn't fear the future. We ought to put 
good policies in place to keep us the most 
innovative, technologically advanced country 
in the world. 

And you start with making sure you've got 
a good education system. When I was Gov- 
ernor of Texas, I used to say, education is 
to a State what national defense is to the Fed 
eral Government. In other words, it’s got to 
be the number-one priority of your Gov 
ernor. And you got to have a Governor that’s 
willing to set high standards and willing to 
challenge the status quo if you find medioc 
rity and failure. 


We've got too much stateism in public 


education, too much excuse-making, too 
much process. See, it’s so simple to give up 
on an inner-city kid and say, “Well, you're 
this age; you're supposed to be here,” or just 
kind of shuffling children through. It is inex- 
cusable behavior. And therefore, we passed 
the No Child Left Behind Act, which says, 
we'll have high standards. And we expect 
people, in return for Federal money, to 
measure 

And the reason we want people to measure 
want to know. We want to 
know if the curriculum may need to be cor- 
rected; we want to know if a school is failing 
to meet standards; we want to know if chil- 
dren are simply being shuffled through the 
school system without regard to their capac- 


ity to read and write and add and subtract. 


is because we 
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And, Judy Baar, you're going to hear all 
the excuses for no measuring. You know, it’s 
State interference, this: 
teaching to test. If we hold people to account, 
we will make not left be- 
hind 


too much you re 


sure children are 
You know what's happening here in th 
city of Chicago? You're 


up And the reason why is bec: ise you meas 


reading scores are 


ure and you correct prob lems early, before 
I look forward to working with 
Governor judy Baar Topinka to make sure 
we institute the No Child Left Behind Act 
so the great State of Illinois is on the leading 


it’s too late. 


edge of education reform. 

a good State, in which 
people risk capital, and a competitive State, 
you got to make 
nity college 


If you want to be 


Sure you use your Commu 


system wisely. The community 
college system is a vital part ol making sure 
America is able global 


colleges 


to compete in the 


economy because the community 
have the c apacity to work with e mploye rs to 
help train pe ople for the jobs which actually 
exist. And I know Judy Baar Topinka is going 
to be 


tem here in 


the community college sys 
Illinois to make this State 
remains competitive and a good place for the 
entrepreneurial spirit to flourish 


wisely use 


sure 


look forward to working with her to get 
rid of our dependence on oil, foreign sources 
of oil. We got a problem. When the demand 
for oil goes up in ¢ ‘hina or in India, it causes 
the price of crude oil to go up which causes 
the price ol gasoline to go up in Illinois. And 
we need people who have got good COMMINON- 
sense policies and one 


place common 


that we have 


the opportunity to grow ourselves out of de 


sense policy is to make sure 
pendence on oil. 
ethanol. 
the Governor here to make sure that is wide- 
spread not 


throughout the 


I love and I intend to work with 

throughout Illinois but 
United States of America 
Thank you for your understanding that we 


only 


need alternative sources of energy. 

One of the toughest jobs ; 
fight off all the lawsuits. | 
know if the trial lawyers are 


she’s going to 
have is don't 
e that —_ here 
I suspect hase are. |Laughter| 
real tough in W ashington, DC, too 


You know, 


in Illinois. 
They're 
I met an ob-gyn coming through 
First of all, I can't think of 


the line here. 
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a more noble profession than being an ob- 
But a problem in the United 
States of America. We got these junk lawsuits 

You 
there’s over 1,500 counties in America 
that don’t have an ob-gyn because of all these 
And that’s not right, and it’s 
And you better 
yourself a Governor who’s willing to 


gyn. there’s 


running good doctors out of practice. 


k how 


junk lawsuits. 
not fair, and it’s inexcusable. 
have 
look those face and 
sav, “We lli- 
nois holds up the promise for all its citizens.” 

And by the Way I want to thank the Speak- 
er. | think not one 


trial lawyers right in the 
need tort reform to make sure 


but two times, he’s 
passed medical liability reform out of the 
House of Representatives. When I first went 
to Washington, 
for there to be a Federal medical liability bill. 
See, I thought the States can handle it. Then 
it was explained to me that all these lawsuits 
Federal Government—and 

you an additional $28 billion a year. 
So we got some pretty big health pro- 
grams. We got Medicare 
benefits 


time 


thought it was a mistake 


ire costing the 


and Medicaid and 
veterans And so when you get all 


these junk lawsuits out there, it’s not only 
causing premiums to rise, which you pay for, 
it’s also ce: wusIng doctors to pri actice defensive 
me odie ine, which you pay for. 

tab to the Fed- 


eral Government is about $28 billion a vear. 


And so they estimate the 


So medical liability reform is not just a State 
And appreciate 
the Speaker S leadership on getting a good 
bill out of the It’s time for the Senate 


to stop play ing politics and pass good medical 


issue, it’s a national issue. 


House 


liability reform for the sake of the patients 
in the United States of America, for the sake 
of good quality health care. 

times we're living in, 


These historic 


and_ this country can make the decision to 
about the 


future 


be confident future or to retreat 
from the And I believe we ought to 
be confident. Our entrepreneurial spirit is 
strong; this economy is good; and we can put 
good policies in pli ice good educational 
policies, good research and technology poli- 
cies. The Spe ~aket passe ‘da good bill, by the 
that will double the amount of Federai 


res¢ arch 


wal 
Federal monies that go into re- 
It's a smart thing 
It’s a way to make sure 


search for basic science. 


to do America stays 
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on the leading edge of change and tech- 
nology. 

In order to make sure that this country 
you've got to have Governors 
who understi ind the proper role of Govern- 
ment and how to prope rly stimulate the en- 
trepreneurial spirit. And I firmly believe Judy 
Baar Topinka is that right person, and I want 
to thank you for supporting her. 

Before the Speaker and I get on the heli- 
copter and go see one of the incredibly ad- 
vanced plants, I do want to talk about the 
Before 


say a really cool place 


is competitive, 


war on terror. I do so, I do want to 
wondering 
whe rea good pl: ice 1s to ce ‘le brate your 60th 
birthday—|laughter|—yes, you ought to 
try—yes okay, thank you. Thank you. I'm 
Saying come to ( ‘hic ago. It Sa good pli ice 
to celebrate your birthday. That's all I'm try- 
Had a fabulous night last night 
mayor. They asked me 
about the said, the 
mayor is a man of his word. He said, “You're 
going to get clobbered in Chicago in 2000, 
and he kept is word.” | Laughter] 
if you go to the 


if you're 


ing to say. 
with the 


at a press 
conference 


mavor. | 


3y the way, Science 


Mu- 


seum, take your kids. It is a special place. 


I know there are some members of the board 
who are it is really And I'm 
looking forward to shedding my entourage 
one of these days and spending a little quality 
time there at the museum. [Laughter] 


here great. 


But at my press conference, they spent a 
lot of time talking about the And | 
told them today, like I'm going to tell you 
now, that my biggest job is to protect 
work to protect the American people. And 
I think about it all the time. They ask, what's 
the job like, to be President. And the answer 
to that —job is, you make a lot of decisions. 
It’s a decisionmarking experience. Governor, 


world. 


is to 


you'll find it to be a decisionmaking experi- 
ence. 

Rule one on decisionmaking is you make 
decisions based upon principle, not based 
upon polls and focus groups. You can’t make 
good decisions if you're chasing a poll. You 
can’t make the hz urd decision necessary to se- 
cure this country and to yield peace if you're 
worried about whether somebody thinks 
you're popular. You got to stand for what you 
believe and do what you think is right. And 
after September the 11th, I vowed that I 
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would use our national assets to protect the 
American people. I think about it: talk 
about it; I act on it every day of my Presi- 
dency. 

The enemy we face are a bunch of totali- 
tarians. They have a philosophy. They believe 
that if you don’t adhere to their view, that 
you ought to be punished. They don’t believe 
in freedom of worship; they don’t believe in 
freedom of speech. They're willing to kill in- 
nocent people in order to achieve their ob 


jectives. They have clearly stated their objec- 


which are to drive the United States 
out of parts of the world so they can develop 
safe haven from which to launch further at- 
tacks. 

There are some people who want to see 
the world the way they'd like it to be, and 
I can understand that. My job is to see the 
world the way it really is. 
long as I'm the 


tives, 


And therefore, so 
President, we will stay on 
the offense and bring these people to justice 
before they hurt the American people again. 

We must kee p the pressure on all the time. 
And one of the central fronts in the war on 
of the theaters of the war—not 
the sole theater but a theater in the war on 
terror— And I know it’s on 
minds. It’s on my mind. We’1 e facing a group 
of killers there that can’t stand the advance 
of freedom. 


terror, one 


is Iraq. your 


It should say something about 
the nature of the people we face when they 
see a young democracy beginning to grow 
and the y're willing to kill innocent people it 
order to try to stop the march of etm 
That’s one way to describe the ene my. 

What is it about a free society that bothers 
these pe ople ? What’s troub ling about a soci 
ety in which people ire able to worship an 
Almighty free ‘ly if they choose to do so? How 
come you Ci an't sti ind dissent in the public 
square? The reason why is because they have 
a vision that is opposite of that. And that’s 
why they're taking desperate meas- 
ures to stop the advance of a democratic soci- 
ety. 

And the enemy has got the capacity to kill 
on a daily basis, which clouds our TV screens. 
And therefore, Americans are 
dering whether or not we 
those Americans, 


doing 


some won- 
And to 


not only can we win, 


can win. 
I say, 
I want them to remember 
that 12 million people went to the polls in 


we are winning. 
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the face of incredible threat: 12 million peo- 
“We want to be free.’ 
s now a unity Government. Victory will 


ple stor xd up and said, 
There 


be achieved when Iraq, a free Iraq, can sus 


tain itself and govern itself and defend itself 
And the United States of 
America is to help that Government succeed 


mission of the 
It’s in our national interests there be a free 
[raq. 

People have often asked me, “Would | 
have made the same decision I made before, 
knowing what I know today?” And the 
y, but getting 
rid of Saddam Hussein has made 


swer is, I didn’t have that luxury, 
America 
and the world a better and safer place 

And now the question is, does this country 
have the will and the 
a new democracy so they can realize the ben- 
liberty? And when I flew over to 
Baghdad to see Minister Maliki, one 
of my missions was to determine whether or 


not he had the c: pacity to lead and to make 


patience to stand by 
etits of 


Prime 


the tough decisions. I came to the conclusion 
he does. And my other part of the mission 
was to tell the lraqi people when America 
gives her word, America will keep her word 
there’s a 


You know lot of talk about troop 


levels. Let me just tell you this—and | spoke 
toa reporter today who asked about Illinois 


National 


my answer to him was this—it 


Guard troops going Overseas and 
was a long 
answer, but this is part of f the answer: I'm 
going to make my mind up based upon the 
measured judgme nt of the commanders on 
their 
up about what is necessary to achieve victory 


in Iraq. We 


troop levels based upon politics. 


the ground, and they will make mind 
determining 


will be 


making the troop level decisions based upon 


will not be set 


what General George C: recommends 


We owe that to our troops; we owe that to 


isey 


their families: we owe that to the lraqi 

I do not want the enemy to think that we 
will withdraw because of politics. The enemy 
should not think that when they talk 
about artificial timetables for withdrawal 
that’s what the American people think, nor 
that’s what the Congress will do. This United 
States Congress and this President will stand 


hear 


squarely behind our troops and stand square 
ly behind a strate gy for victory. 
So our short-term strategy is to defeat the 


enemy overseas so we don’t have to face 
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them here at home. And we're keeping the 
them. And I appreciate the 


Spe aker’s steadfast support. The 


pressure on 
long-term 
strategy, we will defeat the ideology of hatred 
with an ideology that’s hopeful and light. And 
that’s the And _ it’s 
worked, It’s worked in the past. Freedom has 


ideology of freedom. 
been able to convert enemies into allies. 

stories is to 
talk about my relationship with Koizumi. It 
by the 
eached a new level of frie ‘ndship when we 
Laughter| Isn't that in- 
teresting? It should be, when you really put 


I—one of my alltime favorite 


was enriched, way—my relationship 


went to Graceland 
that visit in the context of—in historical con- 
text 

After all 
old enough to be participants in—observers 
of World World I And 


vet, here his son is getting on the airplane 


my dad and his dad were both 


They were enemies. 


the son of the Japanese fellow getting on the 
airplane with George H.W. 
\ir Force One, to fly 
Graceland. And we 


Bush’s son, on 
down to go to 
talking about the 
talking 


issue ol 


were 
peace That’s what we were about. 
We were talking about the North 
Korea and the need for Japan and the United 
States, as well as South Korea and China and 
Russia, to send a clear message to the leader 
of North Korea: Your behavior is unaccept- 
able 

| was thanking him for the thousand troops 
e had in lraq. It's pretty remarkable, when 
you think about it, that the Japanese Self 
Defense Forces were sent to Iraq to help 
secure liberty for a new democracy. We 
talked about how to help people in Afghani- 
stan. We talked about HIV/AIDS on the con- 
tinent of Africa. We're 


make the world a better place, yet 60 years 


talking about how to 
ago we were at war. 

You've got to ask yourself what happened. 
How can that possibly be? Is it 


just cir- 


answer is, no. One of my 
Harry S 


the power of liberty to transform an enemy 


cumstance? My 


predecessors Truman, believed in 


to an ally and so he worked to see to it that 
the Japanese were able to adopt a Japanese- 
stvle democri icy. 

Liberty has got the capacity to change the 
world. We shouldn't be surprised when 12 
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million people vote in Iraq, because I be- 
lieve that the con- 
cept of liberty is universal; that it’s not just 
a concept for Americans or Methodists, it’s 
a concept that rests in the soul of everybody. 
That’s what we believe in America. That’s the 


basis of our founding. 


and | hope you do too 


And so the idea of our enemy becoming 
a friend shouldn't be a surprise The lessons 
of World War II and the 


be lessons applied today in helping us chart 
PI ping 


aftermath should 


our path to victory in the war against these 
terrorists elected leader of 
Iraq, a free Iraq in the heart of the Middle 


East, will be sitting down with an American 


Someday, an 


President talking about keeping the peace 
And generations of children will be better 
off for it 

Thanks for helping Judy Baar. God bless. 


Note: The President spoke at 
Drake Hotel 
Mc Kenna chairman 
Mavor Richard M 
President Saddam 
Nuri al-Maliki of 
Jr.. USA 


Force 


12:27 at the 
referred to Andy 
Illinois Republican Party 
Daley of Chicago, IL; former 
Ministe1 
Iraq; Gen. George W. Casey 
Multi-National 
Iraq; Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi 
of Japan; and Chairman Kim Jong Il of North 
Korea 


Pp mh 


In his remarks, he 


Hussein and Prim 


commanding ve neral 


Remarks at Cabot Microelectronics 
Corporation in Aurora, Illinois 
July 7, 2006 


The President. Listen, thanks for the tour. 
The Speaker and | really enjoyed coming. 
Bill appreciate you 

William P. Noglows. It’s an honor 

The President. It is an honor to be here 

This is an innovative company that is a sign 
of the times that are coming. This is a com- 
pany that strives upon our country’s greatest 
asset, which happens to be the brainpower 
of our citizens. And what’s amazing as you 
walk through the labs and meet the people 
working here, you say, “What's your degre¢ 
in?” Let me just say, there wasn't a lot of 
history majors—physicists, chemists, Ph.D.s 
people with advanced degrees. It is clear that 
in order for this country of ours to be com- 
petitive in the future, we've got to under- 
stand the nature of the jobs of the future, 
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and these jobs are going to require people 
who have got math and science skills. 

And so one way to make sure this country 
is competitive is to ¢ nhance math and science 
in early grades and encourage people to take 
math and science in the later years. And 
there’s all kinds of ways to do that. One is 
to encourage Advanced Placement programs 
in our Nation’s schools and help train 30,000 
teachers in Advanced Placement. Another is 
to get people from institutions like this to 
go into our middle schools and high schools 
you 
know, “Math and science will be important 


and Say “It’s okay to be a scientist. 


for your future.” In other words, try to in 
spire people. We call that an adjunct pro- 
fessor program 

We've got a role at the Federal Govern 
ment to make sure that we’re research ori- 
ented in a technology-driven economy, and 
that is to spend your money on basic re- 
search, so that, for example, nanotechnology 
Is a really important part of the economy 
an important growing part of the economy 
And I believe and the Speaker believes—as 
a matter of fact the House of Representatives 
believes that it makes sense to double the 
basic research budget of our Federal Gov 
ernment to help companies like this stay on 
the leading edge of change. 

And so we're here because we want 
fellow citizens to understand that we've got 


our 


some really Innovative people here Im oul 
country, and that in order for us to be com- 
petitive in the future, we've got to emphasize 
math and science and research and _ tech- 
nology. 
And so I want to congratulate you for run 

I want to thank the 
people who work here for making you look 
good. And I thank the Speaker for getting 
a bill out of the House that funds the Amer- 
ican Competitiveness Initiative that I sent up 
to Congress. The Speaker did good work on 
that. I call upon the Senate to get it done 

This will be a commitment to our Nation’s 
future, so that people won't have to fear the 


ning a good company 


future, because we intend to shape the fu- 
ture. 


Anyway, thanks for letting us come by 


Proud to be here. You're a great company. 
Thanks for the good work you do. God bless. 
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Note: The President spoke at 2:12 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to William P. Noglows, chai: 
man and chief executive officer, Cabot Microelec 
tronics Corp. A_ tap 


was not available for 


verification of the content of these remarks 
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The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of gen ral interest an 
Office of the 


not included elsewhere in this issue 


nounced by the Press Secretary and 


July 1 

In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the 
President had an intelligence briefing 

The President declared a major disaster in 
New York and ordered Federal aid to supple 
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms and flooding be 


ginning June 26 and continuing 


July 2 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs 
Bush returned to Washington, DC 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Maryland and ordered Federal aid to suppl 
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms, flooding, and 
tornadoes beginning on June 22 and con 
tinuing. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Ohio and ordered Federal aid to supplement 
State and local recovery efforts in the area 
struck by severe storms, tornadoes straight 


line winds, and flooding during the period 


ol June 2] 23. 


July 3 

In the morning, the President had an intel 
ligence briefing. Later, he met with Secretary 
of State Condoleezza Rice. Then, in the Roo- 
sevelt Room, he participated in a signing 
ceremony for H.R. 5403, the Safe and Timely 
Interstate Placement of Foster Children Act 
of 2006. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Kirk Van Tine as a member of the 
Presidential Emergency Board No. 239 and 
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upon appointment, 
Chair 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Roger P. Nober and Robert E. Pe- 
terson as members of the Presidential Emer- 
gency Board No. 


to designate him as 


239. 


July 4 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Fort 
sragg, NC, where, upon arrival, he met with 
USA Freedom volunteer 
Smith. He then toured U.S 
Operations ¢ ommand 

Later, at the 3d Brigade, 82d Airborne Di- 
Dining Facility, the President had 
lunch with military personnel and their fami- 


Corps Benny 


Army Special 


vision 


lies 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. While en route aboard 
Air Force One, he participated in an inter- 
view with Stars and Stripes newspaper. 

During the day, the President met with 
Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld 
and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice to 
discuss the situation in North Korea. 

In the 
President attended a dinner party to cele- 
brate the Fourth of July and his birthday. 


evening, in the Residence, the 


July 5 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
briefing and met with the National 
Later, he 
bers of the Commission for 


ligence 
Security Council met with mem- 
Assistance to a 
Free Cuba, who presented him with their 
official report. He then traveled to Alexan- 
dria, VA 

Later in the morning, the President re- 
turned to Washington, DC. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with Vice President Dick ¢ theney. 

The President announced the appoint- 
ment of Helgard C. Walker as a member of 
the District of Columbia Judicial Nomination 
Commission 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Delaware and ordered Federal aid to supple- 
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms and flooding be- 


ginning on June 23 and continuing. 
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July 6 


In the morning, the President had an intel 


ligence briefing. Later, he had a telephone 


Putin 
of Russia. Then, in the Oval Office, he par 


conversation with President Vladimi1 


ticipated ina photo opportunity with Alexa 
Ostolaza, the 2006 March of Dimes national 
ambassador 

In the President had a 
working lunch with Prime Minister Stephen 
J]. Harper of ¢ anada. Later, he traveled to 
Chicago, IL upon arrival, he met 
with USA Freedom Corps volunteer Dave 
Kruger 


During the day 


afternoon, the 


W here 


in the Blue Room, the 
President and Mrs. Bush participated in an 
interview with Larry King of CNN 

The Whit that the 
President will host President Traian Basescu 


of Romania at the White House on July 27 


Llouse announced 


July 7 
in the morning, the President had an intel 

ligence briefing. Later, he had breakfast with 

local busine SS le aders 

President traveled to 

toured Cabot Micro- 

Later, he 


In the afternoon, the 
Aurora, IL 
electronics 
Washington, D¢ 

The President declared a major disaster in 
New Jersey and ordered Federal aid to sup 
plement State and local recovery efforts in 


where he 


( orp returned to 


the area struck by severe storms and flooding 


beginning on June 25 and continuing 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 


Nott 


Senate during the period covered by this issue 


No nominations were submitted to the 
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Statement by the U.S- 


Canada agreement on softwood lumber trade 


Press Secretary on 


Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to New York 


Released July 2 
Statement by the Press Sec retary on disastet 
assistance to Maryland 


Statement by the Press Secretary on disaste1 
issistance to Ohio 

Released July 3 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec 
retary Tony Snow 


Statement by the Press secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 5403 


Released July 4 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Se« 

retary Tony Snow and National Security Ad- 
viser Stephen | Hadley on the North Korea 
missile launches 


Statement by the Press Secretary on North 
Korea missile launches 

Released July 5 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec 
retary Tony Snow 


Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Delaware 


Fact sheet: Basic Pilot: A Clear and Reliable 
Way To Verify Employment Eligibility 
Released July 6 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec 
retary Tony Snow 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec 
retary Tony Snow 

Transcript of a briefing on the President's 
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Russia 

Statement by the Press Secretary: President 
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Released July 7 
Statement by the Press secretary on disaster 


assistance to New Jersey 


Fact sheet: A Day in Chicago: President 
Bush Highlights Economic Growth and In 


novation 


Fact sheet: Job Creation Continues 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 


Approved July 3 


H.R.5403 / Public Law 109-239 
Safe and Timely Interstate Placement of Fos- 
ter Children Act of 2006 
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